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PRISONS. 
. G. 1. 
to Ic ontaining Advice or Counſel to thoſe 
112 who are under Confinement upon 


116 i Saſpicion, being accuſed of Felony, 
ah, or ſome other Crimes, in order to 
125 their being brought to their Trial. 


Aving propounded to make a 
LI charitable Viſit by theſe Pa- 
pers to the Priſons, and to 
give ſome wholſome Advice to the 
miſerable ons confined —_— 


i 
, 
; 


dition. Whether you are guilty or.] 


worſe, to be charged with Crimes 


5 CET 
I thought it proper to begin with 
ſuch as are but lately perhaps brought 
thither; and my Deſire is, at their 
firſt Entrance into. this doleful Place, 
that they might meet with ſomething 
for their Good and Benefit, where 
they muſt expect to find many Things 
diſagreeable to their WHhes and De- 
lires. My Advice then to you that 
are confined upon Suſpicion or Ac- 
K „ 
I, That you would ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the Miſery of your preſent Con- 


not of the Crimes laid to your Charge, 
your Caſe 1s deplorable, and what | 
ſhould deeply affect you: If you are 

guilty, a Conſcience of your Guilt 

muſt aggravate the other Circum- 

ſtances or Particulars of your Con- 
dition, which alone will make it mi- iſ 
ſerable. And if you are not guilty, if 
tho” 4 Conſcience void of Offence will] 
greatly ſupport a Man under- falle iſ 


Accuſations, yet tis grievous to ai 


generous Mind to be ſuſpected of a 
baſe and wicked Action; and yet 


moſt | 


lings 
De- 
that 
Ac- 


con- 
Con- 


Ly OLE 


large, 
what 


u are 
Guilt 


C2) 


moſt odious to, and puniſhable by 


od and Man; and *tis ſtill more af- 


flictive, to be accuſed in ſuch a Man- 
ner of ſuch Crimes as will, if you 
are adjudged guilty of them, expoſe 
you to very great Sufferings, per- 
1aps Death it ſelf; and even for the 
preſent, before your Innocence or 
zuilt is made to a 
Accuſation lays you under the Evil of 
& Confinement, perhaps in a loathſome 
Priſon. . „ 
Your very Confinement in a Priſon 


ould deeply affect you; becauſe here- 


y you are expoſed to Shame, and 
nany Hardſhips. The Place of your 
onfinement is many times moſt un- 
leaſant, the Company you are con- 
ned with uſually the worſt on all 
ccounts. Perhaps you are loaded 
1th heavy Irons, provided with ſor- 


Accommodations of Life; if in- 
eed you have all that is neceſſary, 


our Families in the mean Time are 


epriyed of your Company, and per- 
aps of your Aſſiſtance to provide 


eceſfaries for them. And this ſhould 


articularly affect you, that you 


want. 


ar, the very 


IR — ——— — — 


have had for your Soul's Welfare, 
and will meet with many Hindrances 


C3 


want many Helps you once might 


from 'taking due Care of your im- 
mortal Spirits. Such Conſiderations 
as theſe ſhould deeply affect you with 
your preſent Miſery. 

'2. You ought to humble your ſelves 


deeply before God, for thoſe Sins 
which have brought this Affliction 


upon you, and to own his Juſtice 
Herein. . 5 

If you are guilty of thoſe Crimes 
laid to your Charge, this Advice is 
evidently neceſſary: And tho' you 
ſhould not be guilty of that particu- 
Jar Crime you are accuſed of, yet 
have you not been guilty of ſome 
other Sins of the ſame ſort, or off 


equal or like Guilt, on the Account of 


which you ought to own God's Ju- 
ſtice, and ſay, Mine Iniquities have found 
me out, they teſtifie againſt me] Lou 


ought to regard the Juſtice of God 


In your Confinement, though there 


has been ſome Falſhood or Error 


in Men's Words or Actions, and ſay, 


That God has puniſhed you leſs than ay 
1 Re | In. 


(5) 
might /-:quities have deſerved. Now then 
elfare, that you are in Fetters, humble your 
rances 8 ſelves as Manaſſeh did, and remember, 
r im- if Judgments will not humble you, 
ations your Hearts are harder than Pharaoh's 
1 with was, who cried out, I have ſinned, The 
Lord is righteous, and I am wicked. Now 
ſelves} be adviſed to remember your own evil 
Sins Ways, and your Doings that were not 
fiction good; and to loath your ſelves in your own 


Juſtice Sight for your Iniquities, and for your 

Abominations; and be aſhamed and con- 
Drimes founded for your own Ways, Ezek. 36. 
vice is 31, 32. | | 4 


o' vou 3. Be very careful left in your Af- 
articu-fliction you treſpaſs yet more. Take 
f, yet heed, leſt during your Confinement, 
” ſomeſ| you continue in the Practice of your 
or offi former Sins, or learn more and new 
bunt o Wickedneſs in the Place and Compa- 
d's ju- n where you now are. Vou will not 
e found] be able indeed to commit ſome ſorts 


7 Youſſf of Sins, which you perhaps have been 

F Godſfl guilty of when you were at large; but 

there there are many Sins that your Confine- 

ErrorſſſÞ ment will not reſtrain you from, if 

nd ſay, divine Grace doth not, and thoſe of 

an you the deepeſt Dye too. For Inſtance, 
Ini | | 


B 3 be- 
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beſides the Sins of the Mind and 
| Thought, ſuch as Envy, Malice, Ge. 
and the Sins of the Tongue, ſuch as 
Lying, and Swearing, and Blaſphemy, 
| and Curfing, and filthy Talk, Cc. 
Fou will be in great Danger, tis 
Iikely, of many other Sins; ſuch as 
Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs, even] 
ſuch as are not to be named among | 
Chriſtians, nor thought on without 
Horror. If for the time paſt, you have 
been guilty of any of theſe Sins, as 
' you Value the Favour of God, or} 
| hope for any Mercy here or hereafter, 
dare not to repeat theſe Crimes; and 
alſo take heed leſt you learn new 
Wickedneſſes from the worft of Com- 
pany you may be now conſtantly 
confined with, leſt if you ſhould ever 

be ſet at Liberty again, you be, as 

| too many are when they come out 
bol your Condition, more fully inſtru- 
1! Qed in helliſh Arts, and harden'd ing 
Ti Villany. ; 
4. If you know you are guilty of 
the Crimes you are accuſed of, eſpe · 
cially if they are Capital, defer not 
a ſpeedy Preparation for Death. _ ; 
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„ | 
Flatter not your ſelves with vain. 
Hopes, that your Guilt will not ap- 
pear evident before Man's Judgment 
Seat, becaufe ſometimes it has ſo hap= 
pened the Guilty have eſcaped the 
deſerved Sentence and Puniſhment. If 
you are conſcious to your ſelves, that 
you are guilty of ſuch Crimes as are 
puniſhable with Death by the Laws 
of the Land, wait not for the Iſſue of 
your Trial, and till the Sentence of 
Death be paſſed on you by the judge; 
as if you vainly thought a few Days 
after Sentence, were ſufficient to do 
that which is the Work of our whole 
Lives, I mean, to prepare for Death 
and Eternity, Is it, think you, an. 
eaſie Thing duly to repent of all the 
Sins committed perhaps in à long 
Life, wholly ſpent in Sin and Polly ? - 
Is it an eaſie Matter, by ſound Re- 
pentance, to undo all you have done 
amiſs, and that on a ſudden? - Is it 
eaſie to root out fixed Habits of Sin, 
that have been contracted and increa- - | 
ted by a long Courſe of many frequent | 
wicked Actions moſt delightfully and 


eagerly performed; or to cure on aſud= 


B 4 . den- 


(8) 
den your obſtinate and inveterate Pre- 
judices againſt God, and Chriſt, and 
_ Holineſs? Make the Experiment now, 
and ſee whether you can do this, even 
when your Minds are not under ſuch 
Confuſion as they will be if you ſhould 
be condemned by the judge; or you 
employed ſo diligently as'tis likely you 
will then be to procure a Reprieve and 
Pardon from the Prince. But further, 
to quicken you to this Duty of a ſpeedy 
Repentance; Remember Death may 


ſummon you to God's Bar, before you 


appear at an earthly Tribunal : And 
at God's Judgment Seat, as none that 
are innocent or penitent ſhall be con- 
demned, ſo none that are guilty or 
3mpenitent ſhall avoid the Sentence of 
Condemnation, or eſcape the Execu- 
tion of it. | 


5. Think often and with Aw- 
fulneſs upon your Trial before an] 


earthly Judge, and eſpecially of the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, before 
which you muſt ſhortly appear. 

- In a little Time you muſt appear 


before the Judge, perhaps (as I — 
_ 


(9) 
before) you will be ſummon'd before 
God's Tribunal before you take your 
Trial at Man's Bar. Nothing is more 
ſure than this, That we muff all appear 
before the Judgment Seat of Chrift, to 
receive the things done in the Body, at- 
cording to what we have done, whether it 
be good or bad, 2 Cor. 5. 10. Your Ap- 
pearance before an earthly Judge is 
not! ſo certain as this, tho' I ſuppoſe 
you do not doubt of that; and this 
ſhould deeply affect you, that upon 
the Iſſue of your Trial before Men, 
your Reputation, your Liberty. your 
bodily Life, your temporal all does 
depend. And therefore ſure you can- 
not be thoughtleſs about the Succeſs 
of this your Trial: It becomes you 
to think on it with Awe and Reve- 
rence, in order to make the beſt De- 
fence that you juftly can: But how 


| much more ſhould you be affected with 


the Thoughts of your Trial before 
God's Tribunal, on the Hiue of which 
your eternal State does depend, and be 
greatly concerned about the Plea you 
mall then make before that God who 


can't be deceived, and will not be 


Dd = ER = 


| „ 
mocked? Remember then, that th, 
Judge ſtands before the Door, Jam. 5. 9. 
6. Ule no Endeavours to break 
Priſon, nor any ill Practices to cor- 
rupt the Evidence or Jury. 
fear this Advice would be 
little regarded, if you could hope to 
ſucceed in ſuch Attempts, But ſee. 
ing it is unlikely to ſucceed, and dan. 
gerous to attempt ſuch a thing, 
Hope the more eaſily. to convince you 
of the Evil of any ſuch Endeayours: 
i may well ſuppoſe it unlikely that 
you ſhould ſucceed in any ſuch At- 
tempt, becauſe your Keepers will, for 
their own Safety, ſecure you underſW-* 
Confinement ;. and the Witneſſes and 
Jury-Men are bound, by the ſolemn 
Oath of God, to be true and honeſt; 
and can you think, they will venture 
the Damnation of their own Souls, 
for your Sakes, by whom the Wit- 
neſſes apprehend they have been in- 
| jured, and to whom the Jury-Men tis 
likely are utter Strangers, for the 
Sake of ſome trifling Reward you 
may offer or promiſe to them? 
| AMethinks therefore you might g- 


_ —_— 
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"Hh + 3 nn 1d 
be perſwaded not to indulge a Thought 
of 10+. vain a thing, as that 1 caution {| 
you againſt, eſpecially if you conſider. 
how dangerous an Attempt of this 


Nature would be. For beſides the 
Hazard you would run in the very 
Attempt to break Priſon, and the 
cloſer Confinement, or being loaded 
with heavier Irons, were ſuch a thing 
but ſuſpected, the very Attempt 
would be Criminal, and argue Guilt, 
as it would eſpecially if you ſhould 
eadeavour to corrupt either Evidence 
or jury. Moreover, conſider that all 
\ttempts of this Nature are very 
great Evils, which if not duly guarded 
againſt, would be ſubverſive of all 
good Government, and moſt preju- 
dicial to Mankind, and by Conſequence 
herefore highly provoking to Al- 
„ 8 
Under this Head let me caution 
you againſt another thing, in which 
| hope 1 may prevail ; that is, the 
denying your Guilt (if you are guilty) 
before thoſe who may viſit you, or 
come out of Curioſity to the Priſon 
where you are. I do not mean that 
| vou 


f 
: 
| 
1 


as I have ſometimes ſeen that of 


you injure Truth and Juſtice, by Ly- 


———— 


( 12 ) 


ou are bound to confeſs your Guil: 


———ů— -> 


h 

to all that come near you, but certain. 1: 
ly it can anſwer no good End, fre- a 
uently, and that perhaps in the moſt]ſe 
olemn Manner, falſly to proteſt your tl 
Innocency, when at the ſame Time fc 
few or none will believe you; or if d 
they did, and ſhould thereupon con- 1 
ceive a good Opinion of you, it would} t. 
do you no manner of Service. p 


7. Let your Behaviour at your Try. 
al be modeſt and humble, and be- C 
ware of Falſhood and Wickedneſs t. 
in order to avoid Juſtice. 

Should your Carriage be rude and 
inſolent in Court, or vain and careleſs, 


ſome Priſoners to be, you may well 
expect this would redound to your 
Temporal Diſadvantage ; and ſhould 


ing and Deceit, or by baſe Reflections c 
upon, or falſe Accuſations of others, : 
fuch things (being contrary to Chri- ! 
ſtianity, and inconſiſtent with a good: 
Conſcience) would greatly offend 


7 
God, and prove pernicious to your ! 
1 


Souls, tho' perhaps you may nk 
DWs, ho — 


oy 
hereby to promote your temporal 
Intereſt. Ido not deny but you may 


and ought (many times) to put your | 
{ ſelves upon your Tryal, and make 


the beſt Defence you can honeſtly 
for your elves; yet herein as Mo- 
deſty and Humility is very becoming, 
ſo *tis requiſite a due regard be had 
there into Truth and Honeſty, and 
publick Juſtice and Authority. 


8. Be perſwaded to commit your 
Cauſe and Concerns to God, who is 
the Judge of all the Earth. 


God governs the World by his Provi- 
dence, and all the Concerns of his Crea- 
tures are under his Notice. He over- 
rules the Hearts, and Words, and Acti- 


ons of Men, and is more eſpecially pre- 


ſent as ſupream Judge in all Earthly 
Courts of Judicature, Pſal. 82. 1. with 
how much Confidence then may you 
commit your Ways unto the Lord, and 


| truſt alſo in him, if you are innocent, in 


hopes that he will bring forth your Righ- 
reouſneſs as the Light, and your Judg- 
ment as the Noon-day. At leaft you 
may be fully aſſured, that if through 
Ignorance or Miſtake, or a worſe Cauſe, 

| Fou 


| . 
you ſhould be condemned, tho? Inno. 
cent ; you ſhall' not be condemned of 
him, to whom it is an Abomination 
both to juſtifie the Wicked, and to con- 
demn the Juſt or innocent. If you are ( 
guilty of what you are charged with, 
yet with humble Submiſſion to his Ju- 
| ice and Mercy, you may and ſhould 
refer your ſelf and your Concerns to 
his Sovereign Will, deſiring, if it may 
be for his Glory and your Good, 
that he would ſo diſpoſe of Things, 
as that you may eſcape deſerved Pu- 
niſhment; or that your Temporal 
! Puniſhment may be ſo ſanRtified. as 
to be a Means in order to your 
Eternal Salvation. | | 


* 
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Containing Advice or Counſel to thoſe 
who have been acquitted as inno- 


cent, either by the Grand- Jury, or | 


upon their Trial. 


IBERTY is a moſt deſirable 


and valuable thing, and eſpecial- 
ly ſjeems ſo to thoſe that have been 
for ſome time under Confinement. 


Thoſe that have been for ſome 


time in Priſons, under Suſpicion, or 
Accuſation of great Crimes, upon 
their Releaſe, being either acquitted 


at their Tryal, or by reaſon the 


Grand-Fury have not ſeen ſufficient rea- 
{on for the putting them on their 
Tryal, are wont to meet with the Con- 
gratulations of their Friends and Ac- 
quaintance; but ſeldom, I fear, con- 
fider duly how they . ought to im- 
prove their Happineſs. To ſuch 


| therefore, I hope the following Par- 


ticulars 


— 
— — 2 —— 
— — 
. — <h<ne <> 


viſed you at your firſt Confinement, 


fliction; and certainly the Divine 
Goodnels ſhould be thankfully owned 


with ſo much Credit and Honour, as 
by clearing up your Innocence, if 
'you were not guilty of what you 
were accuſed ef: Nor is the Good- 
[neſs of God the lefs, but rather the 
greater to you, (provided it be not 
abuſed) in not bringing your Guilt 


indeed you were # nah Tho' you 


(16) 
ticulars may be uſeful, as they are 
very ſuitable. 

I. Such ought to be very thank-W 
ful to God, who by his over-rulingſ 
Providence "has ordered this Favour : 
eo them. 

In the foregoing Chapter, I ad- 


to eye his Providence in your Af. 


in releaſing your Bonds, and that 


to light, and you to Puniſhment, if 


were innocent what you were M 


charged with, yet for the many P. 
other Offences you have been guilty 

of againſt God, He might juſtly} dc 
have ſuffered you to fall under a be 
miſtiken Condemnation from Men: ot 
And if you v were guilty of what youſ W: 
; 1 ＋ ien 


R + + 


are 


—— — 1 — — — — 


1 
vere ſuſpected of, and yet, for want 
of Evidence againſt you, are now 


⸗Hcquitted, with what wonder and 


hankfulneſs ſhould you own God's 


Providence, and Patience, and Kind- 
ess herein? 


Had you been con- 
demned and carried to the Place of 
Execution, and then been reprieved, 


-Mhow much would this your Delive- 


rance have ſurprized you, and made 
you thankful? The Mercy of God, 
which you now enjoy, is as much 
owing to Divine Providence, as that 
would have been, and ought as much 
to be acknowledged by you, if not 


with more Thankfulneſs, for having 


eſcaped that Fear, and Shame, and 
Danger, you would in ſuch a Caſe 
have had, or have been in. Wo 

2. Remember and ſeriouſly conſider, 
that many do eſcape Puniſhment from 


Man, who will not eſcape deſerved 
Punithment from God. _ 


You have been legally acquitted in- 


8 deed by Men, and therefore we are 
bound to eſteem you to be innocent 
of thoſe Crimes you were charged 
with: Yet *tis no wrong to publick 


Juſtice, 


| 7413) 
Juſtice, nor to you, for me to ſuppok 
that you were guilty; tho' there 
was not ſufficient Evidence that ap. 
peared againſt you to convict you ab 
This has been the Truth of the Caſe ju 
at leaſt as to ſome others, now if in. 
deed this be your caſe, know that h: 
God ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, not m 
Judgeth as Man judgeth; and there. cu 
fore tho' you are acquitted by Man, m 
you are not for this reaſon juſtified to 
of God. God, for wiſe Ends, is, 
pleaſed to permit the Innocent ſome - ¶ tl 
times to ſuffer in this World, andi w 
the Guilty to go unpunifhed ; and fc 
how unequal foever theſe things may w 
now {ſeem to be, all things will be o 
fet ſtraight at the great Judgment. C 
Day, when there will be no Error tc 
committed in judgment, nor onen 
that is guilty eſcape, however he v 
might eſcape here. And tho' you © 
are not guilty of breaking Man's Law, ¶ t. 
as you were accuſed and ſuſpected MW t 
to have been; yet how much can b 
| God charge you with, that Man 1 
knows nothing of, and is puniſhable t 
by his Law, tho' perhaps not by 
* 5 human 


NR 
human Laws? Be you therefore 
more ſollicitous to come off well at 


God's Tribunal, than ever you were 


about your Tryal before an earthly 
Judge. 4 

3. Adore the Divine Grace which 
has reſtrained you from the Com- 
miſſion of the Crimes you were ac- 
cuted of, and which others have com- 
mitted, and therefore are condemned 
to ſuffer Death. LS 
I now ſuppoſe you innocent, and 
the Law efteems you ſo, think on the 
wide Difference between you, and 
ſome of itheſe in the ſame Priſon 
with you, who very lately were in 
outward Appearance in no worſe 
Condition than you. You are about 
to be ſet at Liberty, whilſt they are 
more cloſely confined, and loaded 
with heavier Chains. You are going 
out of Priſon, and ſo. indeed mu 
they too very ſhortly, but *tis in order 
to their going out of the World alſo, 
by a ſhameful, and untimely violent 
Death. Thaukfully therefore adore 
that Grace, which has kept you from 
thoſe 


. 
thoſe Crimes, which might have 
brought you into the ſame Condition. 

4. Take care to ſhew your due value 
of Liberty, by making a good uſe of it. 
Are your Legs now eaſed of thoſe 
Fetters they were lately loaded with? 
Can you walk again at large, after a 
_ cloſe and tedious Confinement, to 
viſit your Friends, and follow your 
wordly Buſineſs? Are thoſe Fears 
and Dangers over, which. lately cauſed 
great Anxiety of Mind? Shew then 


that you prize your Happineſs, by 


a due Improvement of thele Privileges, 
In order thereto take theſe following 

Directions. 5 
1. Diligently improve thoſe Helps 
and Advantages for Body and. Soul, 
which you now enjoy, but were ſo 
lately deprived of, Ds 
our chiefeſt Care indeed ſhould be 
employ'd for the good of your immor- 
tal Souls, and this many times 18 
promoted by Diligence and Induſtry 
in your worldly Buſineſs: in which 
your outward welfare is more imme- 
diately concerned. Carefully avoid 
Idleneſs, and Voluptuouſneſs, which 
pro- 


a}. 
probably did formerly put you upon - 
tome evil Practices, to maintain 


on. 
ue ſome Vice or other, that cauſed you 
fit. to be ſuſpected of greater Enormities. 
oſe ſl Improve the Advantages you have 
th? by your Liberty to get an honeſt 


Livelihood, and to be an uſeful Mem- 


our great thing 1 deſire you to be mind- 


ars ful of, is, That you now improve the 


ſed Helps and Advantages you enjoy for 
nen your Souls. Take heed how you ſpend 
by every part of your time ; eſpecially, 


zes. beware of miſpending or prophaning 


ing the Lord's - Day, often read and 
endeavour to underſtand and practiſe 
Ips the Holy Bible; attend conſtantly 


ul, and diligently on the Publick Wor- 
ſo ſhip of God; chooſe good Compa- 
nions, and beware of delightful con- 
be verſe with wicked Men, tho* formerly 
r- their Company may have been moſt 


is pleaſant to you. 
ry 2. Maintain a conftant Fear of God 
ch in your Hearts, and dread a far worſe 


e-. Confinement than what you are now | 
id about to be delivered from; I mean | 


— 


h in the Priſon of Hell. 
— Fear 


—— 
— 
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Fear that God who is able to deſtroy 
both Soul and Body in Hell, Matt. 10.28. 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
Hands of the living God. Can you 
dwell with devouring Flames, and en- 
dure everlaſting Burnings? How much 
worſe 1s it to be caſt into outer Dark- 
neſe, a place of Horror and Deſpair ;- 
to be caſt into the Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone, a place of moſt exquiſite 
Torment; to be Companions of De- 

vils and damned Spirits in everlaſting 
_ Miſery, where there will be nothing 
but weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of 
Teeth for ever, than to be impriſoned 
in the moſt loathſome Dungeon here 
on Earth? Be afraid leſt this ſhould 
be your Portion, and to prevent it, 
Be in the Fear of the Lord all the Day 
long, for Bleſſed is the Man that feareth 
| always, when He that hardeneth Him- 
ſelf ſhall fall into Miſchief. This Fear 
God will be a moſt powerful Re- 


ſtraint from thoſe Sins, which if once, 
committed, and not truly and timely. 


if|- repented ef, will more certainly 
bring you into the Place of Tor- 
ments, than the Commiffion of Fe- 

> : „ lony 
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troy Nony will bring you again into a Pri- 


>. 28. Mon here on Earth. „ 
the 3. Evidence an utter Abhorrence 
you pf thoſe Crimes, for which you were 
en- ſoufined upon Suſpicion, and all other 
Sins you have committed, or have 
known others to commit, before or 
|: ng your Confnement. 

Did you not give too much reaſon 


De. Poth not Conſcience upbraid you 
ing for the Commiſſion of many Sins? 


ing Hath not your Carriage in Priſon been 
r of very blame-worthy ? Have you not 


een many Villanies committed there? 
Evidence :now your Abhorrence of all 
Sin as Sin; let your Hatred of it be 
greater than the Love was wherewith 
you ever loved it. And ſhew your 
Hatred of Sin, by caretully avoiding 
all Occaſions and Appearances of it, 


ar and all Temptations. or Inclinations 

e- Ito it. Let the Goodneſs of the Lord 

ce lead you to Repentance. 

ly | 4 Uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to 

ly reclaim others, and to prevent them 

r- as well as your {ſelf from falling _ 
| | that 


by your Behaviour to be ſuſpected? 


to bring others to Repentance; tho 
ger of being ſent to the Priſon o 
falling thereinto: You that are non 


about to be releaſed from Priſo 
ſhould uſe all Endeavours to keey 


_ cies as you are; ſpeak ſome Words 


EW) 7 
that Miſery you have happily eſcape 
— . © 5585 
True Penitents always endeavou 
that hope they have eſcaped the Dan, 
Hell, endeavour to keep others from | 


others from thence. Even as tho; 
that have been ſhipwracked by falling 
upon ſome Rock, and have with Dit- 
ficulty eſcaped drowning, will warn 
others. Perhaps others are in like 
Circumſtances with you, with whom 
you have had intimate (if not criminal) 
Converſe in Priſon, who poſſibly are 
not ſo much affected with their Mer. 


to them, which perhaps may be more 
regarded as coming from you, than 
if they were ſpoken by others. 


. 5 CHAP, 
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AM 
rf CHAP, II. 


-hoſ 
Dan 
ll who have received ſome Paniſh- 


i105 Offences they were 9 955 N found | 
kee gli of. 55 

hol 

Jing 10 Government can ſubſiſt long, 


Dif. 
warn 

ING | 
hom 
1nal) 
y Are 
Mer- 


if a lawleſs Liberty, or rather 


uniſuments were threatned or in- 
licked on bold Offenders: It is ne- 
effary that ſome ſort of Criminals 
ould ſuffer Death, as Examples to 
arn others; and the Mildneſs,as well 
'ordsf $ Juſtice. of. the Government we live 
more nder, is' manifeſt in the inflicting 
thanſenalties proportionable to the Of- 


nce, and ſome leſſer Puniiſhments co 


claim the Offenders, as well as there- 
to deter others. You that I am 
dw ſpeaking to, are ſuch as have 


oken the. Law, and been co vided 


Jour Guilt, and have received ſome 
| C Puniſh- 


ontaining 7 os or C canſs | to thoſe 


ment, «(leſs than Death) for the 


icentioulneſs, were indulged, and no 


0 


— — . ¼ 


(26) 
Puniſhment, as Burning the Hand, 
or Stripes, or Fines, or longer Im- 
priſonment, with Obligation to be 
put to hard Labour. The following 
Particulars may be of uſe to you. 
1. You ought to acknowledge both 
the Juſtice and Mercy of the Govern. 
ment; for in your Caſe there is: 
Mixture of both, which ought to be 
regarded and owned by you. 
Fou ſhould, I ſay, acknowledge, that 
it was Juſt and Righteous in Man ty 
puniſh you for your Offences, which 
now it becomes you freely to confeſs 
Humbly therefore accept of the Pu- 
niſument of your Sin, both from God 
and Man; and if you have formerly, 
when firſt accuſed, or at your Tryallf - 
wickedly. deny'd your Guilt, it hg 
now moſt unprofitable to your ſelf 
and unjuſt to the Government, and 
may prove of ill conſequence to pe! 
fiſt in your avowing of your Inne 
cence; and it certainly doth argut 
great Impenitence, and is a fad Sig 
you are in Danger of committing th 
1ate or worſe Crimes for the futureſou 
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nd and like to meet with the fame or 
Im-Ml worſe Puhiſhmeats another time. 

bel But alſo you ſhould own the Mercy 
/ingfſlyou have met with, and be very 
thankful, that you live under ſo mild 
a Government, and take heed how 
you break its Laws for the future. 
Perhaps there was ſome Favour ſhewn 
to you, confidering the Circumſtances 
of your Cate, as that it was the firſt 


that Crime you were known to be guilty 
a topf, that you were under very ſtron 
hich emptations, or the like; and if this 


nfe(sWÞe ſo, what an Obligation 1s hereby 
e Pu- aid on you to become reformed, and 
Godſpdedient to ſuch a gentle Government 
ierlyhor the future? 
rya 2. Be thankful to God, for reſtrain- 
it W's you from thoſe Crimes, that 
r ſellWfe puniſhable with Death by Man, 
„ and for his Goodneſs both in the 
o peiſfuſtice and Mercy of Man, that you 
"InnoFſjave met with. 
argus The. ſame Devil and w' jeke d Com- 
d Siggziny which tempted you, and the 
ng time evil Heart which prompted 
futurFou to commit the Crimes, for which 
ou have ſuffered, would effectually 
1 have 
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have drawn you to other Crimes, 


Puniſhable with Death, hadi apt God 
in Mercy prevented and feſtraiftd 


you. Perhaps it was wholly. owing 


to Divine Providence, that you had 


not Opportunity or Ability to do that 


which weuld have brought you now 


under the Condemnat ion of Death. 


When you committed, for iuſtance, 
your Felony, had the Door been locked 
zr bolted, would you not have com- 


mitted Burglary alſo? Perhaps you 
were inclined to commit Murder in 
your Robbery, and had done it, only 
you wanted Power, or were Provi- 


dentially prevented. Tis moſt certain 


the ſame wicked Inclinations, which 
led you on to one Crime, would have 
drawn you into more, had not God 


hindred you. Be therefore very 


thankful to God for this his Good- 
neſs, and alſo that you have met with 
ſome Puniſhment for a Warning to 
you, and let all this be followed with 
future Reformation and Amendment. 
3. Remember and conſider, that 
the Offences you have been guilty of, 
tho' not puniſhable with Death, 1 
the 


fame Law of. God, ſup 


Divine Law- equally 


297) 

the Laws of our Land, are yet wor- 

thy ol eternal Death, as well as other 
wh er Crimes. Fe: 
he Wages, of every Sin is Death E- 
ternal, Rem. 6. 23. No Sin is venial 
in its own- Nature, or will be par- 
doned of God for any lower. Conſi- 
deration, than the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Every Sin deſerves no 
leſs than eternal Puniſhment in 
Hell; and altho' thoſe Torments 
may admit of Degrees, yet the low- 
eſt Degree will be intolerable, and 


eternal.“ Perhaps the Crimes you 


have been puniſhed for, are of the ſame 
Nature with thoſe that others are to, 
die for, being the breach of the' very 
poſe that Com- 
alt not ſteal. This 
forbids Theft and 
Robbery in the Bay time as in the 
Night; when the Doors are open, 
as when they are ſhut and faſtened; 
and tho? human Laws make a Diffe- 
rencevinfthele Reſpects, yet God's Law 
makes none. Again, the Laws of 
Me affix Puniſhments for Theft in 
lome Caſes: according to the Value 
LO | of 


mandment, Thou: 


| 
WM 
: 
: 


Account 
than thoſe of ſome others, who ate 
condemned to die; becauſe it may 
be you have oftener pilfered many 


others who are condemned for Rob. 
bery and Burglary; or by your Rob. 


30) 
of the Things ſtolen. 
Law threatens eternal Puniſhmeit to 
him that ſtealeth at all, tho' the 
thing be of the ſmalleſt value. And 
having mentioned the Value of the 
Things ftolen, perhaps even on this 


But God; ff 


your Crimes are greater 


little Things, or ftolen ſome Things 
of greater value in the day-time, @ 
when the Houſe was open, than 


Wy B35 ET ts 


bery of the Poor, have done them a ver) 
great Iujury, tho the Value of what 
you ſtole was but ſmall. Beſides, i 
may be there are many Circumſtances 
in your Caſe, that greatly aggravate 
your Sins in God's Account, and make 
them greater than theirs who mul 
ſuffer Death for their Ottences. Mort 
over, beſides thoſe Crimes that Mz: 
has pui iſhed you for, how many mort 
can God and Conſcience. charge vol 
with, that Man knows nothing of, 0 


Has affixed no Puniſhment for, eac! 
| | 0 


0 31 5 
of which deſerves the Puniſhment of -_ 
Hell-Fire? Think then how mauy.. | 
Hells you have deſerved: Or how 


And often you have deſerved. to be tent 
the thither 3 or how deep and hot a place 
this you have deferved in that bottomleſs 
ater Fit, which burneth with Fire and 
aro Brimſtone, the Flames of which ſhall 
may pens be quenched. | 
any | Know and conkder, that altho? 


rings * have ſuffered the puniſhment, 
„ of vhich the Law of the Land threatens 
againſt your Offences, yet 'this your 
Puniſhment will not Seiae the Law 
and Juſtice of God, 

Man's Law indeed takes no further - 
hold of you, but do not think there- 
fore that Compenſation or Satisfaction 
is made to the Affronts you have been 
e guifty of againſt the Divine Majeſty, 
jake and the Contempt you have thewn to 
Ibis Authority, by breaking God's 
aw. Of this you may read more 
in the next Cliagter, under the 16 th b 
Direction. | 
F. Let the Mercy you hare net 

* at the Hands of Men, encou- 


C4, rage. 


—_———. 


—— * 


% 


: 
1 
, 
1 
1 
i % 
2 f 
of 4 
19 . . 
x 
1 
4 


rage you to hope in the Mercy ot 


| God. . b 
| mean, ſo far you may and ſhould hope 


in the Mercy of God, as is neceſſary 
to excite you to Repentance and Pray-i 
er, and the diligent Ute of appointed] 
Means, in order to obtain God's Mercy. 
The Mercies of:God are greater that 
thoſe of Men; this Truth. indeed Sin. 
ners are apt many times to abuſe to 
the emboldening of them in Sin, 
not conſidering at the ſame time, 
that the Juſtice of God (as his Majeſty 
and Authority) is infinitely greater 
more ſtrict, exact and rigorous: alfo,t 
Do not abuſe the Declarations or I. 
ſtances of Divine Mercy to hardenſj: 
you in Sin, but take Encouragement 
for 'Repefirancey and that you mays: 
the rather do, becauſe to this it it! 
owing, that you have more ſpace alli 
lowed you for Repentance, and you 
may go ſo far as the Ninevites did, d 
wben they ſaid, Jonah 3. 9. Who cal Si 
rell, if God will turn and repent, ani 
tern away from his fierce anger, tha 
ue periſh not? Take you up therefore 
their Reſolution, and ſay as ny 
105 
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did, We will. humble our ſelves with 
Feſbing and Sackeloth, and cry mightily 
anto God, and turn every one from the 
Evil of his way; and the violence that 
1 in his Hands. Moreover, tho? you 
can't be, ſure, that becauſe you met 
with, Mercy from Men, vou ſhall 
therefore find Favour with God : > yet 
from God's ſure; Word of Promiſe 
vou may know, thar He will ex- 
tend his Merey co every ſincere Pe- 


nitent. 
6. Seriouſly reflect upon your ſelves, 


and enquire what your eternal Por- 
tion would have been, in all pro- 
bability, had you fied before thas 
time. ro #7 rf 1 

You are ſpared, and your Life is 
given you as a Prey, and through 
the Divine Patience you are like to 
live longer in this World: But con- 
ſider you might have been. ſtruck 
dead in the "Commiſion of ſome 
Sin paſt, you might like others have 
loſt ay Life in attempting a Rob- 
bery, or endeavouring to make your 
eſcape, . Or there might have ap- 


peared ſome Circumſtance at your 
„ 1 


034) 
Tryal, as would have brought ya 
under Sentence of Death; you might 
have died in Priſon by ſome Diſten 
per : now had any of theſe happened 

conſider what Preparation had yo 
made for Eternity. What reaſon hay 
you to think, you ſhould not noy 
have been moſt miſerable? Can ya 
perceive any good Evidence of that 
Repentance in you, or Faith in our 

Lord jeſus Chriſt, or Purity of Heart 
which are neceſſary in order to Eter. 
nal Happineſs ? | ys 
| J. Let the Sufferings you have en. 
dured be a Warning to you, left you 
| bring your ſelf under new or greater 
Condemnation. In the Words of our 
Bleſſed Saviour to the impotent Man, 
John F. 14. Sin uo more, left a worſe thin 
| Come unto yu. 

The great End and Deſign of ſuch 
Puniſhments as you have endured, is 
the Reformation of Offenders, that 
| they who ſuffer them, as well as others, 
may take warning, that by the Rod 
and Reproof they may learn Wiſdom, 
and Wo be to him, who being often re- 
Ne, fil bee bis Nef; ior 
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faith the wiſe Man, he-fhall ſuddenly + 
be deſtroyed, and that without Remedy. 
Perhaps this is not the firſt time that 
you have been guilty, yea, and pu- 
nſhed too for thoſe Crimes you now 
have been convicted of; many you 
can't but know (perhaps ſome are 
now in Priſon with you under Sen- 
tence of Death) have been ſpared, 
and reprieved, and puniſhed in a leſs 
degree, that would not take warning 
by their former Sufferirgs and Dan- 
gers. And there is too much reaſon }. 
to fear, leſt this ſhould be your Caſe. . 
In order therefore to prevent your 
further Sin, and greater Miſery, 
put in practice theſe following Di- 
rect ions. Mo 

1. Stedfaſtly reſolve that you will 
forthwith abandon all Evil Company.. . 
If you will not be prevailed with to 


Eſpecially beware of the Company 
of Lewd Perſons, yea, of all wicked 
People. Remember what the wiſe 
Man faith, a Companion of Fools, i. e. 
of wicked Men, \ ſhall be deſtroyed. 
Read his many Exhortations in = 

gp; Book 


do this, your Caſe ſeems deſperate. _ . 
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Book of Proverbs, to this Purpoſe be 
If Sinners entice thee, conſent thou Ml 1 
walk mot in the way with them, refrai 
thy foot from their path; enter not in ſe 
the path of the Wicked, and go not in it 
the way of Evil Men, avoid it, pul V 
not by it, turn from it, and paſs anal 
&c. Prov. 1. 10, 18. Chap. 4. , m 
„ ae 
ä = Set the Lord always before yo in 
Remember God is always preſenſ o 
with you, as a Witneſs of your A&M ju 
ons now, in Order to your Judgmen fc 
hereafter, In a little time you muff v. 
undergo. another ſort of Tryal tha A 
that was which lately paſſed upon yo h 
before an Earthly Judge; and he why y 
will then be your Judge, is now th ne 
Witneſs and Obſerver of all you do 
in your publick Haunts and privat li. 
Ways. Would you dare to commii p 
Felony, Treaſon, or Murder, in th w 
Sight of an Earthly Judge? I know at 
you would not. Will you then impuh m 
dently provoke and offend God t 2: 
8 Face? Live as in God's Sight fir 
who will, bring every work | into' Jud re 


C37) 


be good, or 8 it be evil. Eccl. 1 2. 
13, 

— Make Conſcience of a ſtrict Ob. 
ſervation. of the Lord's- s-day, and con- 
ſtant Attendance upon the A 
Worſhip then performed. 

You muſt needs know how com- 
monly and truly wicked Men do 
acknowledge, that the Sabbath-break- 
ing leads them unto the Commiſſion of 
other Enormous Crimes. And how 
0M juſtly does God leave thoſe, -who thus 

WM forſake him? Whereas a ſtrict Obſer- 
vation of God's Holy day, and due 
Attendance on his holy Worſhip, will 
have a great Tendency to preſerve 
your Innocence, and promote Holi- 
nels. 

4. Content not your ſelf with pub- 
lick Worſhip, but worſhip God in 
private alſo. Read his Word at Him, 
which is the Rule of your Duty 
and will be the Rule of your f Jidg ag 
ment hereafter: Theſe holy Scriptures are 
given by Inſpiration of God, and are pro- 
fitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 
rection, and for Inſtruction in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and able to make you wiſe unto 

Sal- 


\ 
Cn 


„ 
Salvation, 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. There. 
fore read and ſearch the Scriptures : 
and pray moſt earneſtly ani con. 
ſtantly unto God for his Grace, in 
particular, that he would keep you bark 
from Preſumptuons Sins, and not let then 
have Dominion over you. Pray as our 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf has taught us, 
Lead us not into Temptation, but deliver 
us from Evil. LEE EE 
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CHAP. IV. 


Containing Advice or Counſel to thoſe 
that are under the Sentence of 
Death. 
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TAVING had the Opportunity 
of often viſiting | ſeveral Per- 

ſons in this Condition, I have been 
grieved to ſee, how the little time 
|| which is mercifully allowed to ſuch 
is miſpended; and how the Helps 
- which have been afforded them for 
the Preparation for Eternity, ou 
7 een 


1 (350 
been ſlighted, tho? their Caſe calls fr 
all charitable A ſſiſtance; and that 
which is yielded to them, ought to 
be moſt diligently improved. "Twas 
Commiſeration to your Caſe, who are 
under Sentence of Death, which firſt 
moved me to write theſe Papers, to 
be ſent to the Place where you are. 
And becauſe your Condition is 'moſt 
deplorable; I ſhall be more large in 
my Advice to you. God grant that 


what follows may be duly confidered 


by you, and accompanied with His 
Blefling, conduce to your Benefit in 
this World; and that Eternal World 


your are every ſhortly to enter into. 


rſwaded — ſeriouſly and 
. to think upon Death, which 4 


= a rec thortly ſuffer. 
It is the Wildom and Duty of all 


Men to conſider their latter end, 


eſpecially you ought to think upon 
the Xing of Terrors now, that he is 
within your view, and you may eaſily 
number, not only the Days, but 
the Hours, yea the Minutes that you 
are like to live. 


concerning 8 your r 
ou 


Several Things 15 


final Period to all the Actions and 


alſo make in your State or Condition! 


(h 
mould dwell upon. For inſtance, 
(I.) What a mighty Change will Death on 
. make as to your Perſon? It will rend 
Soul and Body aſunder, and put 2 


Enjoyments of Life; deprive you 0 
the Light of the Sun, and every other 
pleaſant thing; your Friends and Ac. 
quaintance, your Houſes and Places, 
after Death, will know you no more, 


nor ſhall, you; ſee them auy amore 
(2. ) What a mighty Change will Death 


This will be immediately after Death 
unſpeakably more happy or miſera- an 
ble than new it is, and 15 will conti. E: 
nue tobe to all Eternity. Of thiſſar 
more preſently. (3s): Conſider. DeathMWa « 
as it is the Puniſhment of Sin. Folly; 
ſuch it is in ſome reſpects to all Men,War 
but more eſpecially *tis ſo as to you, ha 
who are to be puniſhed juſtly; with / 
Death for your Sins, both from the m. 


Hands of God and Man too. On you of 


not only the Threatuing of Death in ab 
general, as the Wages of Sin, will bel th 
inflicted; but that other Threatninglf ty 


allyy: That the Wicked ſuall not live ou to 


Hal | 


\\. 
Think further (4.) 


your Salvation, before this Work be 
done. Further (5.) think on- your 
Death as a violent one; your Soul muſt 
be forced from its beloved Body into 
another State, by the Hands of the 
Executioner, ſore againſt your Wills, 
and that in ſuch a manner, as to be 
a Spectacle of juſtice, for a- Warning 
unto others. Zaſtly, the Death you 
are to ſuffer, by hanging on a Free; 
has always been juſtly eſteamed a Cur- 
ſed Death, a Death that is moſt infa- 
mous and reproachful, the due Reward 
of one that may juſtly be curſed and 
abandoned both of God and Man; and 
therefore is condemned to hang be- 
tween Heaven and Earth, as unworthy 
to live in either place. t 

59% 6-208 | 2. Be 


time, when your defenſeleſs Souls mul 


(42) 
2. Be perſwaded ſeriouſly. and ft 
quently to think upon that awf 
Judgment, which will follow aftg 
Death. For fo we read, Heb. 9. iſ 
that after Death is the Judgment. 
The Atheiſtical and careleſs Si 
ner would; fain perſuade himſelf t 
believe, that Death will make an uM 
ter End of him; tho' the Conſcieno 
of every Man forebodes ſomethin 
very awful and terrible after Death 
What a; wretched caſe muſt a reaſor 
able Creature have reduced himſelf; 
to, to wiſh for no Being, that he 
may avoid a miſerable one? Reaſon 
and Scripture evidently demonſtra 
the Certainty of a future Judgment, a 
might be ſhewn at large; ay Advice 
to you is, often to think upon tha 


appear before the Great and Juf 
Judge of all the World, and give T 
ſtrict Account of all your Act ions w. 
and be tried by a Righteous Law z ip 
that tis impoſſible to deceive tbeſ m 
Judge, or that he ſhould ſwerve in). 
the leaſt from the Rule of judg : 7 


e 1 
3. Think ſeriouſly and often upon 
hat Eſtate, you will enter upon at 
Death: That it will be a State of 
Retributior, and that both unalterable 


and eternal, 

It will be a State of Retribution, ei- 
her of Rewards or Puniſhments; for 
this Life only is the time of Tryal, after 
Death, God will render to every Man ac- 
cording to his Works, Rom. 2. 6. and we 

auft, when our Souls ſhall leave this 
Body receive the things we have done in the 
Lea, according to that which we wave 
dene, whether, be good or evil, 2 Cor. 
5-10, And this future State or Con- 
dition you muſt enter upon at Death, 
will be unalterable and eternal. 
lt will be wnalterable: If you ſhall 
be happy, you can never be made 
miſerable; and if you ſhall be miſer- 
able, you can [never become happy- 
e This our Saviour plainly teacheth us, 
15 when he repreſents Abraham thus 
VA ſpeaking to the Rich Man in Hell Tor- 
the ments, Luk. 16. 26. Between us | and 


u you there 5s 4 ęreat gulph fixed o i 


dg that they which would Paſs from 3 
to you Cannot, neither can they paſs' to 
1 


Cn . 
1 that would come ſrom thence. Mon 
over, the longeſt Duration will ny 
leſſen the Joys of Heaven, nor mit 
gate the Pains of Hell. Cuſtom | 
ſinning here hardens Mens Heart 
and makes it leſs frightful, and lengt 
0f Time is wont to make heavy Bur 
ens and Afflictions leſs grievous, bu 
it will not be ſo in the other Worle 
Moreover, 

This future state! is Eternal or r Ed 
leſs. O Eternity! Eternity! 5 
Joys of Heaven will never end, 

- Crown of Glory it incorruptible, an 
never ſudeth away; aud the Fire de 
Hell is wnquenchable, and the Tor" 
ments of the Damned will endure fo 
ever and ever; thoſe that are'miler}'" 
zahle will never have an End of their”. 
Being, nor an Bid of their Miſery” 
This our Bleſſed Saviour Has plainlyM* 
told us, Mut. 25. 46. Theſe ſhall g. en 
away into everlaſting Puniſhment, bu 
the Righteous imo Life eternal. THS 
will make the miſerable in Hell to bebe 
moſt miſerable, becauſe it will ill them Il 
with the utmoſt Horror of Deſpair; he 
whereas it would be ſome ſmall 57 be 
ie 


(45) 
ef to think of an End of their Ter- 
ents, tho'\it were after the Expira- 
on of Millions of Ages. 

4. Vet more particularly meditate 
— the Pains and Torments of the 
mned in Hell, becauſe ſome have 
und the Fear of Hell- to have been 
eir firſt Step towards Heaven. 

It were eafy to be very large under 
is Head; and after all, it is but a 
all pirt we at preſent can conceive 
f the Damned's Milery, which far 
Wxceeds all our Thoughts and Fears: 
che general, think on what is called 
he Puniſhment of Liſs,” i. e. to be de- 
{rived of the Favour of God and all 
hat is good, to loſe all the good the 
inner ever had or hoped for, or 
ould deſire, or was capable to en- 
yy: And beſides this; there will © 
e what is called the "Peniſhment of 
190 enſe, i. e. to endure for ever all the 
j, Moſt dreadful Evils and exquiſite 
kW ortures in the Soul, and alſo in 
be he Body, after the Reſurrection, that 
\lmighty Vengeance can inflict on | 
hoſe veſſels" of wrath, who, have fitted 


ie e for Deſtriftion, on whom he 
de- 


3 


(460 
deſgni to gloriſie his Juſtice, and maliWerh 
his Wrath and his Power known. 1 with-d | 
or three things, as more ſuitable t 
your Caſe, I deſire may be furthe hurt 
more particularly conſidered by yo 
vi. . 
The horrid Company the Damned mi 
for ever dwell with in utmoſt Miſery. 
mean Devils, and damned Sinnen 
like themſelves. Think with wh 
ſcorn and rage thoſe Devils will tor. 
ment you, who here have tempted 
you; and how grievous their Com Hau 
pany always muſt be, whom here youWDe! 
were {ometimes afraid to ſee, thoughWne 
you delighted in their Service. Tire 
true, on Earth you were pleaſed only 
with the Company of Sinners like 
your ſelves, but know this, that Com- 
panions once in Sin, hereafter in Mi. 
ſery, will be a great Aggravation of 
your Torment, if this ſhould be your 
ſad caſe. Theſe will prove flaming 
Records of your Sin; it will be-gric- 
vous to behold thoſe whom you enticed 
to Sin, or w ho once tempted you; and 
how miſerable will ſuch enormous Siu- 
ners be in Hell, when they muſt to- 

5 b gether 


4 


(43 
ether drink the Vials of God's wrath, 
nd there accuſe and curſe each other 
ith fruitleſs Rage to all Eternity ? 
brther. © 

The Miſery of the "Damned will 


great; becauſe all the wicked Deſires, 


nd moſt tormenting Paſſions of the Mind, 
ul rage to the utmoſt, without having 
my thing - fo pleaſe or gratifie them. 
id you never experience the Tor- 
ent which follows upon diſappoint- 
d Hopes and Deſigns, and which was 
auſed by the raging of unſatisfied 
Deſires and Paſſions? This will be 


ma 
Ty. 
le t 
rthe 


yo 


proud, and Envious, and Malicious, 
evengeful, Covetous, or Ambitious 


aflions and Deſires raging in his 


om. 
Mi. Nreaſt without controul, and without 
| of pay thing to appeaſe their Fury; and 


our thus muſt they for ever torment them- 


ing Welves. Laſtly, 
ie-M The Miſery will be moſt intole- 


ed Fable, by reaſon of the ſad and ſevere 


nd Reflections of their guilty and deſpairing 


This is the Worm which 


la" WConſcience. 


0- ever dies, and will infinitely more 
tor- 


ne part of Hell's Torments, the 


ind, will find theſe and ſuch like 
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(48) 
torment the Sinner, than if a greedyWſer\ 
Vulture ſhould always be--preying o the 
a living Man's Heart. How fad wil ma. 

the remembrance of things paſt be the 
How tormenting* the Apprehenfionfſ We 
of an Endleſs Duration in . Miſery WI w: 
yet to come! How grievous the Seni mu- 
of diſappointed Hopes! How ſevere this 
ly and yet juſtly will Conſcience. up· Nord 
braid and reproach the Sinner of hi. 
woful, wilful Folly, in bringing alot 
this Miſery upon himſelf, and ſelling h 
of his Soul for things of no Value; Reih 
all theſe alſo being quite gone long cu 
ago, and gone for ever! Wore 
It is neceſſary that you conſider you 
how juſtly you have deſ-rved, andWFle: 
what reaſon you have to fear that av 
this will be your Lot and Por- full 
tion. | 
That you have juſtly deſerved all 
this, muſt be owned by you, unlels 
you are groſly ignorant of the Holi- 
neſs, Juſtice, and Truth of God, and 
the evil Nature of Sin, and inſenſible 
of the Wickedneſs of your Hearts 
aud Lives. The beſt. of Men have 
en confeſſed, that they have de- | 
ſerved 


Fubverit the Kingdom of God. Be not 


(49) 
ſerved the Torments of Hell, tho 
their Sins have not been ſo great and 
many as yours have been. I hope 
therefore there needs not many 
Words to convince you of this: But 
Iwith I could make you ſenfible, how 


much reafon you have to fear that 


this Miſery will be your Portion. In 
order to this End, read thoſe Words, 
al. 6. 7, 8. Be not deceived, God is 


ot mocked, for whatſoever a Man ſoweth, 


that ſhall he alſo reap: for he that ſom- 


eth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 


orryption, and Miſery. Now in the 


Woregoing Chapter, ver. 19, 20, 21. 
Dou may ſee what the Luſts of the 


Fleſh are, and conſider whether you 
ave not been conſtantly and delight- 
fully employed in them. They are, 
ſdultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs , 
aſciviouſneſs, Hatred, Wrath, Strife, 
Sedition, Envyings, Murt hers, Drunk- 
meſs, Revellings, and ſuch like. St. Paul 
vriting to the Chriſtians, hath theſe 
Vords, which it highly concerns you 
o think upon, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Know 
e not that the Unrighteous ſhall not 


de- 
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nor Abuſers of themſelves with Manhinl 


"tranſcribe many other Paſſages 
Read Rom. 1. 29, 30, 31. Rev. 2 


_ ;perceive how plainly the Wrath 
God is revealed from Heaven againſt 4 
Ungodlineſs, and Unrighteoufneſs amoi 


by others, do not flatter and decen 


do you think it is prepared, if u 
for ſuch ſort of Sinners as you ha 
been? If you are not in Danger( 
going thither, tell me what Real 
Has any Man on Earth to be af 


after the ſaving of your tem 


/ 


a 
C90 | 
deceived, neither Fornicators, nor Il 
laters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminat 


nor Theives, nor Covetous, nor Drunkard 
nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ”_m 
herit the Kingdom of God. might 


Sacred Scripture to this Purpoſe 


8. and 22. 15. By theſe you mi 


Aen. Wherefore be not deceive 


your ſelves; but be convinced ( 
your Danger before it is too lat 
Whatever you may think of i 
there is certainly ſuch a Place as Hel 
and if ſo, then tell me for wha 


thereof? 355 
6. Let no Hopes of, or Endeavol 


(51) 
Life, hinder you from diligent Prepa- 
ration for Death. 
have often found great Neceſſity 
for this Caution, to Perſons in your 
Circumſtances. The great End I con- 
ceive why Criminals are allowed 
the Mercy of a Reprieve from Death, 
for a little time after Sentence, is, 
chat they may endeavour to make their 
mal peace with God, and prepare for E- 
ternity, and ſo they are uſually ad- 
iſed to do by the Judge, when he 
paſſeth Sentence upon them; but how 
ew, alas! do in earneſt ſet about this 
ork, till they hear the Dead War- 
ed t is ſigned, which perhaps is not 
ill the Day 1mmediately E 
of hat of Execution, when the Diſap- 
Helſ@ointment they have met with in an 
hol heir Endeavours to ſave their Tem- 
oral Lives, (which took up moſt of 
| haheir Time "and Care before this) fills 
hem with the utmoſt Confuſion, and 
Reahakes them almoſt uncapable of a 
afalkrious Thought for ſome conſiderable 
ime. 
vol | confeſs you may lawfully, and 
mpoFught to endeayour the procuring a 
Il * 5 Re- 


' Your Preparation for Death will not 


| © Pared to die, you will be the more 


tion of your Temporal Lives do not 


Life, and the longeſt Life is thon 
enough for this Purpoſe; how dil 


. 
Reprieve or Pardon, and engage your 
Friends to uſe their Endeavours; but 
my earneſt Exhortation to you is, 
that you would be more ſollicitous 
to obtain God's Pardon, and not de- 
fer your Preparation for Death, flat- 
tering your ſelves with Hopes of Life 


Hinder your living longer ; and if 
you ſhould be ſuffered to continue 
longer here, when once you are pre- 


fit to live: On the other hand, if 
your Endeavours after the Preſervz 


ſucceed, the Diſappointment will be 
Teſs grievous, and not prove pernicious 
to you. 3 

7. Conſider ſeriouſly how much 
Work you have to do, and how little 
Time you have to do it in. 
Is it not a great Work to prepat 
for Death and Eternity, and wh 
I fear you are very much Stranger 
unto? This is the whole Buſineſs d 


gent then ſhould you be herein, = 
LINE IONS 3 


4 


THY 
have but a few Days or Hours to 
work in? How much evil Work have 
you to undo, as far as you can, by the 
moſt ſerious, bitter, and particular 
Repentance you are able? Beſides, 
have you rot much neceſſary Know- 
ledge to get? Perhaps you are too 
much unacquainted with the very 
Notion of that Repentance towards 
God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Ehriſt, 
and of the Way and Means to obtain 
theſe things, which yet you muſt 
have, or you are undone to all Eter- 
nity. Is it, think you, an eaſie thin 
to make your Peace with God, 
obtain his Pardon for your Offences, 
and be - bleſſed with his Favour, 
which you can never with any good 
reaſon hope for, till your very Heart: 
and Soul be changed, and you do hear- 
tily diſapprove and diſaffe& all that 
evil, which once you ſo dearly loved, 
and have ſo long lived in the Practice 
of? It will appear, by what I ſhall ll 
ſay further, that you have much work 
to do in the little remnant of time that 
1s left you, O therefore be diligent. 
And to encourage you, „ 

D 3 8. Con- 


— — —  —— 


God, as is a vile Aﬀront to his other 


(54) 


8. Conſider what Grounds you have Ib 
yet to hope in the Mercy of God. G 
It is with great Concern that ſome. I 


times I have been forced, in diſcourſe 
with Perſons in your Condition, to 

beat them off from a vain ill-ground- be 
ed Confidence and Hope; only I know W.*: 
*tis neceſſary, becauſe I read, Jeb 8, ho 
13, I. That the Hypocrites Hope ſhall 
periſh: Whoſe Hope ſhall be cut H and “ 
whoſe Truſt ſhall be as a Spider s Web. “ 
It is too common to find Perſons in W7” 
your Caſe, truſting in the abſolute iſ 
Mercy of God, without reſpect to 
a Mediator, and not corfider the Ho- 
lineſs, and Juſtice, and Truth of God, 
which are as eſſential and dear to 
him as Mercy, to find Perſons pretend- 
ing to ſuch a Truſt in the Mercy of 


Perfections. And which is ſtill more 
ſtrange, ſome in your Condition have 
been ſo vain, as to take Encourage- 
ment for Hope and Truft in ſome 
fancied Goodneſs of their own. 

You may and ſhould indeed enter- 
tain Hopes of Mercy, and have En- 


couragement ſo to do; but let * 
| be 


of» 


ticular Grounds to hope: 


% 


be well-grounded. The Mercy of 


God, as it is the only Ground of 
Hope, ſo if it be rightly conſidered, 
as extended to poor Sinners for Chriſt's 
ſake, and in the way and Method. 
he has ſettled, it is ſufficient Encou- 
ragement for the vileſt Sinners to 
hope, who are yet out of Hell. For 
let the Wicked forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and turn 
unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy. 
bn him, and to our God, and he will 
undantly pardon. To aſſure us of 
this, God tells us, His. Ways and 


greater than thoſe of Men, as the 
Heavens are high above the Earth, 
Ja. 55. 7, 8. You hive ſeyeral par- 
| So- that 
look not upon your Caſe as deſpe- 
rate, tho? tis very dangerous. As 
yet you are out of Hell. God has 
patiently born with innumerable Pro- 
vocations, and ftill waits to be gra- 
cious to you, if you will at laſt repent 
and turn to him. You live under the 


Goſpel, that acquaints us, that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the World to ſave 
8 D 4 | 5 


: Sin- 
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Thoughts of Mercy are as much 
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Sinners, and that he will refuſe to ft 
ſave none, but thoſe who refuſe to. 
be ſaved by him on his own Terms, 
i. e. upon their ſincere Repentance 
and Faith. Moreover, you have In. 
ſtances in Scripture of very great 
Sinners that have obtained Par. 
don. And there are the Minifters 
of Chrift, and ſeveral ſerious Chri- 
ſtians, who are ready and willing, 
if you deſire it, not only to pray 
with you, and for you, but to afford 
the beſt Help they can in order to 
your Salvation. Add to all this, there 
is good ground for you to hope, if 
the holy Spirit of God has convinced ¶ tha 
you of your Sin and Danger, and I xe, 
wrought ſome good Deſires and Pur- I dan 
poles in your Soul, and does con-. Hort 
tinue to ftir you up to diligent E- HL 
deayour. Having therefore theſe En- ha 
couragements, do not give over all as N con. 
loſt, but up and be doing, and the tig 
Lord God Almighty proſper you We 
And that you may know what you 3 a 
mould further do, tie 
9. Labour to be moſt deeply affected 
with Sorrow for your Sins, and that Spir 


C37 3 


upon right grounds; That you may 
o porrow after a godly manner, with fuch 
to godly Sorrow as worketh Repentance. 
85 Some Sorrow for your Sins, I pre- 
+ ſume you have, or at leaſt will pre- 
WM tend to; but is this ſuch a deep and 
hearty Sorrow as your great Sins call 
- for? And 1s your Sorrow for Sin, as 
Lin, and that upon right Grounds? If 
"WF you are only ſorry for your Sins, be- 
5 cauſe they expoſe you to Puniſhment, 
this Sorrow is not of a right kind. 
a This is only to be ſorry, becauſe - 
to Hyou are to be puniſhed, becauſe you 
re muſt be hanged, or becauſe you are 
i Wlike to be damned: This is no more 
f than what is natural to moſt wicked 

Men here, and is neceſſary to the 
r: damned in Hell. If your Sorrow be 
of the right kind, it muſt be univer- 
fal for every Sin, and not only on 


condemned for; and for Sin, becauſe 
tis contrary to God, and a Breach 
of his Law, and committed againſt 
much Goodneſs of God, and an in- 
jurious Treatment of the Bleſſed Sa- 
E viour of the World, and his holy 

Ni © ne 
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the Account of thoſe Sins you are 


| C53) | 

10. Recolle& your many Sins a 
far as you are able, and confeſs them 
with Shame and Sorrow unto God, 


with their ſeveral Aggravations, 
Not only ſhould you confeſs before, 
| God, in your ſecret Prayers to hin rn 
the particular Crime for which yon 
are now condemned, or others of thc 
ſame Nature you have committed MW... 
but alſo all the other Sins of Omiſſioi bor 
and Commiſſion, of Heart,and Tongue, up 
and Life, as far as you are able ra. 
And together herewith confeſs th Vit. 
Aggravations of your Sins, becauſe iges 
they have been committed again Hle⸗ 
the clear Light of God's Law, and lin. 
Convictions of your own Conſcience hi. 
notwithſtanding many Warnings fron; 
God and Man, notwithftanding alt» 
the Promiſes and Mercies of GodWion 
and his Threatnings and judgmentrde 
too. Becauſe they have been con ent! 
mitted knowingly, deliberately, fie, ; - 
quently, preſumptuouſly, delightfuWoy 
nd 


is or the like. Let theſe thing 
eeply affect, and greatly afflict you 
— 


11. BY 


= ad 
11. Be duly concerned, in particy- 
ar, for the natural Corruption of your 
en earts, and conſider the Neceſſity of 
their being renewed and changed. 
Conſider that you were ſhapen in 
ore niquity, and brought forth in Sin, 
umrhus Holy David, as you may read 
= the 51 Pſalm, when he repented 
pf his Sins of. Adultery and Murder, 
raced his actual Sins back to the 
Lou ring and Fountain of all, viz. a cor- 
BUF upt Heart, and bewailed that, and 
ble rays God to create a clean Heart 
vithin him, You ought to be deeply 
wel feed with the Plague of your 
inulearts, and be ſorry for the many In- 
linations to Sin, or Deſires after it, 
ce hich have never been brought forth 
[Onto Action, nor it may be formed 
nto ſettled Purpoſes. The Conſidera- 
jon of this Particular is neceſſary, in . 
an rder to what I ſhall ſay further pre- 

Wently. : | 8 

12. Be fully perſuaded that no Sor- 
fun for Sin, without ſincere Purpoſes 
nend Endeavours after Amendment, 
oui ever avail to your Benefit, - 


n 


ſo much for its ſelf, but rather as 


cite the Heart to the moſt reſoluj 
Purpoſes of, and Endeavours afte 
Amendment. Could you weep Rive 
avail nothing, without ſincere Pu 


God calls upon Sinners to forſake thei 


as moſt Men think it is, who fan 


* 13. That no Purpoſes and Rel 


_ ( bo ) 


Sorrow for Sin is requiſite, n 


— 


is a Means to make Sin grievous, an( 
render it odious to the Soul, and ex 


of Tears for Sin, yet they woul 


hand of Fo Wb, Tas op 


Poles of Amendment. Therefor 


Vnrighteouſneſs, and to turn fron 
their Wickedneſs, and put away th 
Evil of their Doings; to ceaſe t 
do evil, and learn to do well; a 
this is true Repentance. At lei 
there can be no ſincere Repentanc 
without ſincere Purpoſes, Reſolution 
and Endeayours ſo to do. Tis n 
therefore ſuch an eaſy matter to reper 


8 $5 ky Jap tle by SY 


It is no more than to fay they a 
ſorry for their Sins, and ask Got 
Pardon : This will appear if you co 
ider further, 


Jutions' are fincere, nor will any E 
e dea vou 


(61) 
deavours be effectual, unleſs the Heart 
be renewed and changed. © | 

Remember now what I ſaid under 
the 11th Advice, and it will appear 
how proper and neceſſary our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour's Advice is, Mat. 12. 33. 
Make the Tree good, and the Fruit 
will be good alſo. How many fruit- Mi 
leſs Purpoſes and Endeavours have 
you often had, or made, perhaps al- 
ready in your Life-time ? and whence 
is it, that they were ſo Fruitleſs, but 
for this Reaſon, your Hearts ftill 
remained corrupt and unrenewed, 
and under the Dominion of Sin, and 
the Power of the Devil, who morketh | 
in the Hearts of the Children of Diſ- 

obedience, Many Perſons that have 
been in the Condition you are now 
in, have made moft folemn Vows and 
Promiſes of. Amendment, as I hope 


you are ready to do; But when they, ll ! 


have obtained a Reprieve, or Pardon, 
and been ſuffered to live longer, it 
has appeared their Purpoſes were not 
ſincere, or they have proved ineffectu- 
al; and the reaſon is, the Heart was 
never changed or renewed. _ 9 


T3 
Whether God will allow you Space 
to evidence whether your Purpoſe 
and Promiſes are ſincere Or no, ag 
proceeding from a renewed Heart, is 
uncertain; 'tis moſt likely he will not, 


and therefore it can't be expetted 
Ss: Perſons in your Condition, if they are 


truly penitent, ſhould have the Com. 
fort of it, becauſe they want the beſt 
Evidences of it, I mean, future Amend- 
ment; yet one thing I muſt add for 
your Comfort, if that God, who knows 
the Heart, and alone can change it 
effectually, has beſtowed this Grace 
upon you, which at preſent evi- 
denceth it ſelf in ſuch fincere Pur. 
poſes and Reſolutions, as would be 
effeftual to a Reformation and A.- 
mendment, if you were allowed to 
live here longer; I ſay, God in ſuch 
ga Caſe will treat you as true Peni- 
| tents; the great thing therefore you 
are to look to, is the Heart and Soul, 
whether that be renewed and changed. 
And therefore, . 3 
14. Pray for, and endeavour to 
obtain this great and neceſſary thing, 
a clean and renewed Heart, and up- 
right Spirit. 1 fay, 


| hould more earneſtly. deſire this re- 


ä 
I fay, pray earneſtly to God for 
this; becauſe you are not able to do 
this for your ſelves, tho ſomething 
you may do in Order thereto, by 
Conſideration, and eſpecially by ear- 
neſt Prayer, and therefore I ſaid en- 
deavour to obtain it. This is the 
great thing you ſhould be often pray- 
ing to God for, that he would turn 
you, and then you ſhall be turned; 
that he would take away the Heart of 
Stone, and give you a Heart of Fleſh, 
that he would make clean your Hearts 
within you, and give his Holy Spi- 
rit unto you. I have obſerved ſome 
in your Condition, whilſt in the Pri= Mt 
ſon, and at the Place of Execution, ⁵⁶ 
only uttering ſuch Words as theſe, 
Lord have Mercy on me! Lord Jeſas 
have Mercy on me and the like; but 
at the ſame Time, it is to be feared, |} 
that ſome of them neither think upon 
or know what Mercy they need, il 
deſire any thing all the while; and 1 
are guilty of vain Repetitzons. Or || 
if they do deſire any Mercy, it is 
only Pardon of Sin; whereas they 


.newed 


— — — 
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newed Heart, and thoſe other thing Ml 
that are neceſſary in Order to ther of 
Pardon. They'll pray perhaps that“. 
they may go to Heaven, but hay 
no Notion what Heaven is, “ nor do 
they deſire Heaven, but only that they 
had rather go there than to Hell; 
whereas they ſhould defire their 
Hearts and Souls may be renewel 
and purified, and they thereby fitted 
for the Work and Happineſs of 
even 7, 

15. Be fully perſwaded, that al 
your Prayers and good Deeds, cam 
make any Compenſation or Satisfaction 

to God's Juſtice. 
| The Popiſh Doctrine of the Merit 
of good Works, is very natural to 
proud and corrupted Man, and moſt 
Men are prone to eſtabliſh their own 


Righteouſneſs; yea, what 18 ſtrange, = 
ſome of thoſe who have ſpent al * 
their Lives in Sin and Wickedneſs ;7 
think many times to make Atonement rt 
by a few good Deſires or Works at a 
laſt. Take heed leſt you entertain nue 
any ſuch vain Notions, and remember, yo 
when you have done all, you are but uh... 


profitable 


=... 4 
rifitable Servants, that you have done | 


%o more than was your Duty to do, and 
hink how much you fall ſhort of 


* hat. You know very well, that f 
do I ry 2 

oy ou had been guilty of Treaſon a- 
1. zainſt your Prince, or any other 


apital Crime, your Promiſe of fu- 
ure good Behaviour, would not ſa- 
isfie for your former Offences; nor 
au ould this ſatisfie a Creditor to whom 
ou were indebted, not to run far- 
her in Debt: In like Manner, could 
nal ou live never ſo long on Earth, with- 
on ut any Sin, ſo much as in Thought, 
his would not make Compenſation 
rer any one Offence that is paſt, or 
atisfie the Divine juſtice; F you are 
of WF i2hteous, what do you unto God, or what . 
un ceivet /h) he at your Hands? 15 
7 16. Know alſo that your temporal 
;{Puiterings can't make Atonement be- 
6 re God for your Sins. 1 
Lis needful I ſhould mention this 
particularly, becaule I fear Perſons in 
in Wour Condition, are apt to think 
„uch amiſs in this Reſpect, and their 
Vords ſometimes intimate as much. 


„r 6 
„ecauſe the Laws of Men can exact no 
more 


3 


—  ——— 
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” 
more of Offenders than Life for the 
Breach thereof, therefore ſome are 
apt to think they made amends ther 


by for their Crimes; but know you, 4 
that God's Law is greater than Man ige 
and threatens. greater Penalties ; aud 
your temporal Sufferings are ſo fu urge 
from making Satisfaction to God; 
Juſtice for your Sins, that even thy; 


Torments of the. damned cannot 
it; and. for this Reaſon, as well a 
others, they will be eternal. Tho 
Creditor can do no more than caſt hi 
Debtor into Priſon, yet that does ng 
ſatisſie or diſchar ge his Debt, L 
therefore he remains in Priſon. 
you will but conſider this Matter 
ſeriouſly, it is ſo plain, it needs nt 
— Enlargement or Proof. Then 

Mo | 3 
17. Learn the great End and De. 
ſign of Chriſt's Mediation and Death, 
'Tis much to be lamented, that i 
a Chriſtian Land there ſhould be 6 
much Ignorance of our Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, and what he has done and 
ſuffered for * Sinners, and what 


he requires of them in Order to tha L 
Sal. 


f 
ö 
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alvation; in particular what Uſe 
hey ſhould make of his Mediation. 
oF you are not well inſtructed herein, 
ake Inquiry after theſe things of Mi- 
ters and Chriſtians that viſit you, 
Wnd they will inform you more at 
arge than theſe Papers will allow me: 
hat Jeſus Chriſt, the only Son of God, 
ok our Nature upon him, and came 
to this World, as a Prophet to 
ach us the Mind and Will of God 
or our Salvation; that he died upon 
he Croſs, and offered up himſelf a 
acrifice to fatisfie Divine Juſtice, and 
ed his Blood to make Atonement ana 
concile us to God; and being raiſed 
rom the Dead for our Juſtification, 
od has declared his Acceptance of 
he Sacrifice made by his Death, and 
as now exalted him as a Prince and 
Saviour, to give Repentance and 
demiſſion of Sins; and that there is 
o other Name under Heaven, but 
e Name of jeſus, by which Men oy 
an be ſaved 3 nor any Poſſibility of 
ardon and Salvation, but only for 
Is Sake, and through Faith in him. 
nd having mentioned this, | 

| 18. Be- 


8 
18. Believe the Power and Good 
will of Chriſt, to ſave all, even ti 
greateſt Sinners, that put their Tru 
in him after a right Manner. 
_- e is able to ſave to the uttermo 
all that come to God by him. He cam 
into the World to ſeek and fave ther 
that are loſt, and to call Sinners t 
Repentance, and invites the wear 
and heavy laden to come to him, an 
has promiſed, that whoſoever comet! 
to him, he will in no wiſe caſt ther 
out. As you have no Reaſon to queſtion 
His Power, becauſe his Blood clear 
eth from all Sin; ſo he hath may 
Ways ſhewn his Love and Good-wi 
to Sinners, eſpecially in that great] 
Nance of unparallell'd Love, his lay 
ing down his Life for them. It chief 
concerns you therefore, 

19. In the next Place, to know an 
' conſider, what is required of tho 
that may with good Reaſon and Suc 
ceſs truſt and rely upon him. 

And theſe are ſuch only as att 
true Penitents, who being ſenſible ol 
their Sins, and truly ſorry for them 
are fully reſolved to turn from then 
, OE, unt 


nto God; of which things I have 
Wpoken already, and who alſo be- 
jeving God has appointed this Bleſ- 
ed Jelus, to be their Teacher, Lord 
nd Saviour, do by Faith receive and 
ccept ot him as ſuch, and follow 
is Directions, obey his Commands, 
id truſt only in him for Juſtification. 
- Wcfore God and Eternal Salvation. 
geg of God therefore to give you 
his Repentance, and this Faith. 
And, | „ 
Laſtly, Be fully convinced, that 
Without Holineſs and Purity of Heart, 
Jo Man can ſee the Lord, or poſſibly 
be happy. . 
You believe, I ſuppoſe, that in the 
ther World, there is no middle State 
detween Heaven and Hell; that if 
you are not admitted into Heaven, 
ou muſt be caſt into Hell: Now 
then you ought farther to conſider, 
that no unclean thing can enter into 
u Heaven; that you ſhall never enter 
there, unleſs you are fit for the So- 
ciety, and Employment, and Happineſs 
of that holy Place; nay, that if it 
vere poſſible (as it is .not) that an 


made it more difficult to be fave 


you to, which I will not enlarge on, az 


el 
cially. of the Miniſters of Chriſt. 0 
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impure, unholy Spirit, that is alien 


ted from, and an Enemy to God aſl. f 

Holineſs, could enter into Heaven, yi. | 
it could not be happy there, 4... 

things being unſuitable to it ; nl, 
could it remain. there; and ther 


fore when thoſe who were once At 
gels in Glory, became impure $ 
rits, they were turned from Heave 
into Hell, and 'tis Eternal Fit 
which 1s prepared for the Devil an 
his Angels, and all thoſe that lig 
and die impure and unholy like then 
Without Holineſs then there can h 
no true Happineſs.  _- 
_ Hitherto I have inſiſted chiefly q 
the more neceſſary Things, in Orde 
to your eternal Welfare; and think 
not that I have been tedious, 0 


than indeed it is. There are ſome * 
bther Particulars I would alſo advil 


1. Hearken to all good Counſel that 
is given you, and deſire the Prayers 
and Help of all good Chriſtians, eſpe 


2. Beware of the ill Offices of thoſe th 
who will flatter you with falſe 2 
1 | al 
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nd make it ſeem an eaſy thing to 
> ſaved. Our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
lf has aſſured us; That ſtraight is the 
ute, and narrow is the Way that leadeth 
to Life, and few there be that find 


rcauſe many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and 


Mall not be able. 


oo much, and too ſoon. Tis happy 
or you if you be ſaved at laſt; and 
t is not likely you ſhould have 


entioned before, becauſe you have 
ot time to bring forth Fruits meet 
or Repentance, and perform ſuch 


ance to be true. g 

4. Take heed leſt you multiply and 
aggravate your Offences, by denying 
our Guilt. Be ſure in your Converſe 
with any Perſons, ſpeak the Truth as 
to this Matter, or hold your Peace. 


e 5. At proper Seaſons, and to pro- 


P*Fper Perſons, be free and open in 
your Confeſſions, and in diſcovering 


oleWthe State of your Soul, in Order tc 


65, | ſuch 


and that we muſt ſtrive fo enter in 3 | 


z. Be not too uneaſy under your 
onvictions, and defire not Comfort 


uch Comfort here, for the Reaſons 


\(ions as will evidence your Repen- 


| (98) - 
ſuch particular Advice and Hel 


they are able, and willing to affe 
you. ft 3 
6. Be ſure that you bear no 
will againſt thoſe that proſecute 
you, or gave Witneſs againſt you, 
were otherwiſe concerned at you 
Tryal. It is an eaſy Matter to fy 
we forgive all Men, and are in Ch 
rity with all the World; but the 
Words are ſometimes ſaid hy pocrit 
cally, and for Forms Sake only: Indeg 
you are the Perſons that need to 
forgiven, and I am bound to thi 
you have had no Wrong done t 
vou at your Tryal: But ſuppoſe ya 
were wronged then, or at any othe 
time, by any Perſon whatſoeve 
remember, if you forgive not Men thi 
Treſpaſſes, neither will your heavenly | 
ther forgive you. 1 
F. You ought to make what Reſiþ 
tution you are able to particular Per 
- ſons that you have wronged. If yo 
have any ſtolen Goods in your Powe! 
or know how to direct any Perſon t 
come by. what they have been robbe 
of, you are bound herein to mah hic 
8 # 
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all the Compenſation you are able. 
And if this can't be done, yet you 
ſhould defire Forgiveneſs of thoſe 
you know you have injured, and ask 
their Prayers to God on your Be- 
half. 
8. You ck to make what Satis- 
faction you can to the Publick Au- 
thority, by diſcovering your Accom- 
plices in Wickedneſs; at leaſt you 
ſhould charitably diſcover them to 
ſome prudent Perſon, that they may 
be warned and watched for the future : 
his may be a means to prevent their 
Ruin, as well as prove e to 
he Common- wealth. - 
9. You ſhould make all Publick Ac- 
knowledgment of the Righteouſneſs 
Wd Juſtice of God and Man, in the 
Puniſhment you are to ſuffer, ; eſpe- 
ally when there remains no Hopes of 
your obtaining any Reprieve or Par- 
lon from the Government. And, 
Laſtly, Frequently,feriouſly, and ear- 
eſtly,eſpecially at the Place of Execu- 
jon, w hen you come there, warn others 
f thoſe Sins you have "committed, | 
hich have OY you to this Mi- 
= ſerable 


Wh ml 1 Co 
ſerable End, and of thoſe other Sin. 
which lead the way; and pray that 
others may take effectua! Warning 
and lead quiet and peaceable Lives u 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty. | 


CHAP v. 


Containing Advice or Counſel to thi 
who are under Confinement in Pn 


ſon for Debt, 


T JAVING finiſhed what I thougi 
proper or needful to be ſaid t 
Felons, or ſuch like Malefactors i 
Priſon, under the ſeveral Circum 
ſtances of their Caſe, I thought 
Have written no more in theſe Papen 
but conſidering, that though after! 
Aſſizes or Seſſion, with Commiſſio 
for a Goal-delivery, the Priſons a 
cleared of many of thoſe that we 
there, there are yet ſome kept! 
durance, and perhaps muſt contiluſ 
there much longer, if not for. * 
1 
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being caſt into Priſon for the Debts 
they owe, and are not able or willing 
to pay; I thought it proper to give 
ſme wholeſome Advice to them alſo: 


orts, what I have to ſay, ſhall be 
ontained under two Generals. 1. 
o ſuch as are brought into this 
Condition , without any particular 
ppparent Cauſe. or Fault of their own. 
And 2. To ſuch as have brought this 
affliction and Miſery upon themſelves, 
y their own Default. 


nder Confinement for Debt, and that 
ot through any evident and parti- 
ular Fault of your own. -- 

Perhaps your Poverty was brought 
pon you by the meer Providence of 
od, under whoſe ſoveraign Diſ- 


ay be in a fair and prudent way 
f Trading, you have met with un- 
xpected Loſſes by Shipwrack, or 


nſumed by Fire, or perhaps through 
e Falſhood or Wickedneſs of thoſe 
du have truſted in a way of Trade, 
| E 4 or 


\nd becauſe theſe Perſons are of two 


1. Then to thoſe of you, who are 


olal all our Concernments are: It 


ave had your Goods and Subſtance 
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or otherwiſe, you have ſuffer'd inſup. 


[ 
portable Loſſes, or have been impoſel 
upon, and abuſed in the Wares youll © 
traded in, and at laſt have fallen 
into the Hands of mercileſs Cred. 
tors, who perhaps have taken you 
it were by the Throat for ſome ſmall / 
Matter you owe them. If this indeed 
be your Caſe, tis very compaſſionable, l 
a few Things I have to exhort yo. 
unto. _ . 
1. Conſider or examine how yo”, 
came by thoſe Goods, which you av 
now deprived of. And whether you” 
Sin and Fault in getting them, ha 6 
not brought this Poverty and Aff 
ction upon you, tho' the particul us 
Cauſe, as I hinted, is not plain, and lot 
evidently your Fault. Has not ſom: "ah 
unrighteous Gain, which you love hs 
and procured, brought a Blaſt up oe 
all that you once did poſſeſs ? Was no 1. 
the Employment you followed an u wh 
lawful Calling? if fo, is it tobe wondre = 
at if you meet with a Blaſt and Cui gg. 
in the Way, and upon the Wages oe 


Unrighteouſneſs! If your cn; 
| kt lawful 


9 
lawful, yet were they managed /aw- 
u %%? Perhaps ſome Lying or In- 
ei utice, or over- reaching in your Trade, 
oY or ſome Falſhood in your Contracts 
bo and Bargains, about Buying and Sel- 
ww ling, has brought a Curſe upon all 
1 : you had. Or elſe enquire whether 
"MW you have not been falſe to ſome Truſt, 
which has been repoled in you by 
thoſe that are living, or by thoſe that 
are dead. 35 - 
JU 2. Examine whether there be not 
yet ſome other Sin and Fault of yours, 
that God now reckons with you for, 
and thus puniſheth you. Perhaps you 
were wholly taken up once with this 
World, and your Hearts ſet upon it, 
ſo as to forget God, and negle& his 
Worſhip, and pretend you had no 
leiſure for the minding your main In- 
tereſt and Concernment, and now God 
has effectually taught you the Vanity 
of theſe Things. Have you not 
lived in ſome ſtated Courſe of Sin, 
which Conſcience now brings to-your 
Remembrance, by reaſon of your Af 
fiction? Have you not been greedy 
Jof exceſſive Gain by Extortion, or op- 
&3 © prefling: 
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forſaking of them, and turning unto 
God, with hearty Endeavours after 
better Obedience unto all God's Com. 
mandments. 


(75) 
preſſing the Poor? Have you not for. N ce 
merly been Mercileſs to, and ſevere 
with ſome Debtor, or uncharitable qu 
towards thoſe that injured you ? Wa 

3. Be duly humbled, and truly pe. I. 


nitent for your Sins, when you have gl 


thus ſearched them out. This is ſo 
plain and needful a Direction, I need 
not inſiſt much upon it: A Senſe of 
Sin is neceſſary in order to Repent- 
ance; and it is no further deſirable, 
than as it is conducing thereunto, 2 
it is productive of that Sorrow, which 
worketh Repentance unto Life, which i 
never to be repented of. Take up there 
fore ſincere Purpoſes and Reſolutions 
that by the Help of God, you wil 
for the future evidence your Abhor- 
rence of theſe, and all other Sins, by 


4. Labour to endure the preſent 
Affliction you are under, with a Chr: 
ftian Temper of Mind. QOwietly ſu 
mitting your ſelves unto God, and 


committing all your Ways and Con 
Ceri! 


z 


C3 
for. cerns unto him 5 endeavouring after : 
that Contentment which the Goſpel re- 
able quires in every Condition; Patient iy 
waiting for ſuch an Iſſue out of your | I 

| 


Troubles, in which God ſhall be 
glorify'd, and you receive much Ad- 
vantage; waiting with Patience till 
God may move your Creditors to have 
pity upon you, being ſatisfied you 
have dealt faithfully. with them, not 
daring, by rigid exacting what can-- 
not be had, to take as it were their 
Fellow-Servants by the Throat, leſt 
their Heavenly Father ſhould deal fo 
with them: In the: mean time, you 
muſt heartily: forgive either the Injury 

or Severity you have received, or- 
do receive from your Creditors, or 
any others; how can you expect Mercy 
from God or Men, if you cannot for- 
tree give thoſe that injure you? Be thank- 
om-MWju! to God for any Helps or Favours 
you meet with from God ar Man, 
under your preſent, Calamities, not 
forgetting paſt Mercies. Bleſs God © 
that your Caſe is not ſo deplorable, 
as is theirs who, it may be, are in the 
ame Priſon with you for their Crimes, 
| E. 4 ; e in. 
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m order to yet greater Puniſhment de 
from God and Man too: Greatly re © 
joice in this, if you have good Ground 

to hope that you ſhall for ever be Fo 
delivered from the Priſon of Hell: . 
Improve the Benefit you may reap by the 
Retirement. from the World, to the nel 
beſt Ends and Purpoſes: Remember for 
| your Comfort, that if you do indeed be 
belong to God, he will own you, ander 
be preſent with you in Priſon, even 
as he was with Joſeph, and will not Nel 
caſt off his People when Men catch 
them up; and has made it the Duty 
of. others to own them, and viſit them 
too; and that under the cloſeſt Con- 
finement, you have Leave and Liberty 
to come boldly to the Throne of Gratt, 
that you may obtain Mercy, and fin 
Grace to help in time of need, Heb. 4. 
16. N 

2. I propounded to ſpeak ſomething 
to thoſe of you, that have brought 
this Affliction and Miſery upon your 
ſelves, by your own default. 

This perhaps you have done ſome 
of theſe Ways following, the Guilt 
or Sin of ſo doing you ſhould be 
h deeply 


8 
deeply ſenſible of, as well as of your 
Folly herein. 
1. Perhaps you have brought your: 
del Poverty upon your ſelves by your own 
in and Folly. By ſuch Methods as 
by theſe : great Negligence and Careleſ- 
nels in your worldly Employments ;. 
for Nor by riotous and luxurious Living, 
ſpending more upon Diet, or Clothing, 
or Diverſions, than your Trade or In- 
come would allow; perhaps by Gaming 
or Debaucheries, you have waſted 
our own Eſtates, and part of other 
Mens too: Or elſe you have perhaps 


Ut 
21 impoveriſhed your ſelves, by undue 
on. Nrraſping at more Raſineſs- than you: 


ould manage, or by proſecuting of 
ain Schemes and Projects, with too 
ager a Deſire of getting an Abun- 
lance, or by raſh adventuring too far, 
and faultily engaging for other Men. 
by ſome ſuch Methods as. theſe, it 
may be. you have. brought. Poverty, 
upon your ſelves. And, 

2. Perhaps you have by ſome other 
wil Practices provoked your Credi-- 
uilt (015 to ule great ſeverity towards you; 
be E * W. 
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who otherwiſe would. have ſhey 
Mercy and Kindneſs. . 

For inſtance: Did you borrow (a 
the Wicked do) perhaps with no De 
ſign to repay, or when you knew there 
was little or no Probability you ſhoul: 
be able to pay? Perhaps you have 
borrowed Money, or taken up Good 
immediately before you ablconde)F 
and with defign have thrown yout 
ſelves into Priſon, or defigned ell: 
where to live at Eaſe, and m Luxury 
upon other Mens Eftates, or whil 
perhaps your Creditors greatly wan 
what you have unjuſtly taken away 0 
detain'd from them. Perhaps you 
Creditors are incenſed, becauſe y 
have wickedly given to your Children 
their Eſtates in Marriage, to mal 
them great; or made over what yol 
Have to ſome others in Truſt fo 
you, in order to defraud them. Pe 
haps you have confeſſed fraudule 
Judgments, or made unjuſt Compo 
fitions, or uſed ſome other wickelf 
Arts to cheat your Creditors, Har 
you not grievouſly impoled upd! 
ſome credulous Friend, in borrow 

| ES 
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of Money, or perhaps oppreſſed ſome 
poor Families, or Widows and Or- 
hans, in depriving them of all their 
lying? Perhaps you uſed many Flat- 
Mtcries in borrowing of Money, or 

have been guilty of Diſhoneſty in your 
Trading, or Untaithfulneſs in Contract 
and Promiſes, and at laſt have railed 
it, and abuſed your Creditors, and 
hus have highly incenſed them. 

Theſe Particulars being duly con- 
dered by you, ſo far as in any of them 
you are guilty, let me call upon you 
o deep Humiliation and Repentance; 
therwiſe let me tell you plainly, and 
beg you to believe me, your preſent + 
alamities are but the Beginning of 
orrows. It is but juſt with God and 
lan, that you be kept under Confine- 
nent here, and that you are in great 
Danger of a far worle Confinement, 
ren in the Priſon of Hell for ever. 
ome of the. Crimes abovementioned . 
re Iniquities to be puniſhed by an Earth-= Þ || 
Judge; and tho' humane Laws may 
2 defeftive herein, yet God will : || 
It ſuffer theſe things to eſcape his 

zhteous. Judgment: Were not you || 

| your . ||| 
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| your ſelves guilty, you would readily on 
agree to this, that ſome of thei Cc 


Crimes are worſe than Robbing on t to 
High-way. But beſides this earnefſ m- 
Exhortation to Repentance, (which as 
for Wrongs and AQs of Injuſtice tl 
wards Men, cannot be ſincere, with ha 
out making Reſtitution to the utmof the 
of your Power) two things further, I pa 
would ſay, referring you alſo to wha ful 
may be of ule to you under the Di Efi 
rections already given to the oth] not 
fort of Debtors. 3 ly, 
1. Acknowledge not only the qu the 
ſtice of God, but of your Creditor ftre 
alſo, in your Confinement, and carr ban 
it hambly towards both. You muff 6 
be unaccountably blind, if you fe ve 
not the Juſtice of God herein; and reff. 
hard; if you are not humbled ui do 
der his Hand; and alſo, however | pro 
vere your Creditors may ſeem to bj ceat 
yet they are not unjuſt, eſpecial thu 
conſidering the Injuries and Prov and 
cations they have received from you you 


And this ought humbly to be a ſom 
krowledged by you, and is nf ver 
Mb N on fcie 
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ro pity and ſhew Mercy ; which you 


may hope for the rather, if you will 


as you ought, 
2. Strip your ſelves of all you 
have, and caſt your ſelves naked on 


the Providence of God, and Com- 


paſſion of your Creditors. Diſcover 
fully therefore the whole of your 
Eſtate, and all your Effects; dare 
not to detain any thing fraudulent- 


ly, but remember the Advice of 


the Prophet, to the Widow in Di- 
ſtreſs, the Creditors of whoſe Hus- 
band came upon her, 2 Kings 4. 7. 
Go ſell the Oil, and pay thy Debt, and 
live thou and thy Children upon the 
reſt, If the Widow was bound to 
do thus, with what was given her 
providentially after her Husband's De- 
ceaſe, much more ought you to do 
thus .with what you have reſerved, 
and 1s indeed none of your own. If 
you ſhould ſay, the Widow had 
ſome Oil yet left after her Debts 
were paid, but you have not ſut- 
acient to pay what you owe. I an- 
Ears ſwer, 
A 


* 


only your Duty, but the moſt prudent 
Courſe you can take to incline them 


Wer, let all go to ſatisfie your Credi. 


tors as far as you are able; this i; 
the beſt way to hope and expett Mer. 
cy in your preſent Circumſtances; 
And when you do thus ſhew, that 
like this Woman you . fear God, and 
entertain ſincere and honeſt Intentions, 
(if you are ever able) to make ful] 
Reſtitution and Payment; you have 
the more reaſon to- hope for a future 
Bleſſing from Divine Providence upon 
you honeſt Induftry, if ever you ſhould 
be releaſed from your preſent Con 
finewent, where. otherwiſe you are 
like to remain, without any Com- 
paſſion from God or Man, to reap 
with Shame and Sorrow, the Fruits 
and Effects of your own evil doings. 
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Containing ſomeConſiderations and Di- 
rections in order to prevent being 
infected and corrupted by the Evil 
Practices and Examples of Wicked + 
Men; of ſuch eſpecially, as are too 
commonly found in the Priſons of 
this Ryngaom. 1 


is evident, that Evil Communica- 
tion corrupt good Manners or Diſpoſi- 
tions, and make thoſe which are al- 
ready vicious yet more ſo: And who- 
ſoever believes and conſiders what the 
Wiſe-man tells us, Prov. 13. 20. That 
a Companion of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed, 
will certainly think 1t highly concerns 
him to take care of his Company: Aud 
he who at any Time is unavoidably en- 
gaged in or confined to the Converſe 
and Society of Wicked Men, where 
he cant avoid ſeeing and hearing from 


| day to day their unlawful deeds and 
wack» 


B* too frequent ſad Experience it 


ho are Guilty of moſt infectious Sins 


* ſuch things as may make it of more 


|| ferve this Method. 


1 
wicked Words, and at the ſame time, i 
Righteous Soul is not ve ved with their fil 
thy Converſation, is in great Danger d 
being infected and greatly polluted 
And becauſe it is too plainly evident 
that the Priſons in this Nation are ge 
nerally filled with the worſt of Men 


and that ſome Perſons, who when the 
were firſt committed, were not ſo i 
diſpoſed as ſome others are, have ye 

been afterwards carried away irt 
the moſt ſinſul Courſes by the Inund . 
tion of all Manner of Vice viſibly pra 
Etiſed in ſuch Places, and have contrad. 
ed ill Habits during their Confinement 
in ſuch polluted Company ; I there. 
fore add this Chapter to the forego 
ing, which may (if God pleaſe ) be o 
uſe to thoſe who are Impriſon'd upon 
any Account, or are - releaſed from 
their Confinement : and ſhall mention 


genera] Uſe, to warn and preſerve 
others allo from the Danger of Evi 
Examples. 

In order to which End, I will ob 
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l. I will ſhew what Danger there 
of being induced to follow ill Ex- 
les. 
l. I will give a particular warning 
pt to learn or imitate the Practice 
ome Sins, too commonly and viſibly 
mmitted by thoſe that are in Priſon. 
III. I will propound ſome general 
Wirections and Helps, in order to pre- 
3d being corrupted by Evil Ex- 
es. 
11 propound to ſhew what Dan- 
er there is of being induced to follow 
Examples. 


ally And he muſt be a Stranger to hu- 
1 ane Nature, and unacquainted with 


hat is evident by conſtant Experi- 


nus; which has verify'd that ſaying, 
nat the World is govern'd more by Ex- 
mple than by Precept. Eſpecially, we 
e apt to imitate the Example of 
ne Multitude, or the Generality of 


1th; and more eſpecially, if thoſe 
nat are our conſtant Companions, and 


are 


* 


nce, who knows not what a mighty 
orce the Examples of others have up- 


hole we live amongſt or converſe 


mate Aſſociates; and above all, we 


2 
are moſt apt to imitate others in Y b 
and Foly, in Vice and Wickedneſs. Thigknga 
is partly owing to our corrupt Hearts Ws J 
He muſt be a Stranger to the Worlf A 
of God, and to his own Soul, who Mick 
not ſenſible of an inward Naturilr « 
Averſeneſs to what is Good, and ſtronWelyve 
Propenſity and Inclinatioa to thaſWhey 
which is Evil, and what need therehany 
fore he ſtands in of the Curbs anWuar 
Reſtraints of Divine Grace and Prover 
vidence, as well as the Renovation le 
his Soul by the Holy Spirit. ric 
Again, This Danger is owing in Parihem 
to the urgent Solicitations and TemſtFheir 
tions of the Devil, who will not fail his 
take the Advantage given him by tiÞiud, 
Examples of others, to ſtir up our ſer 0; 
tural Corruptions. And he will ili! In. 
gate wicked Companions actually . Ye 
ſollicit and urge others, to do as thereat 
do; and how forcible will theſe 'l empMhe ( 
tations be, when a Man who thinks all 
reſiſting them ſhall thereby be ſcorn any s 
being ſmgular, and ridiculed more thajſfelves 
a Foreigner 111 ſtrange Habit, or an outo th 
landiſh or antiquated Garb : When Iearec 
Mall be tempted to think of ImpuWhole 
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by Reaſon of the Multitude he 
higengages with, or that what he does 
ti Ws Innocent, becauſe ſo many do ſo. 

or Again, If Per ſons delightfully chooſe 
 iF/icked Men for their intimate Friends 
rr Companions, and ſo run them 
elves into Temptation; or if when 
hey are forced to be in their Com- 
any, they do not ftand upon their 


au pvard, and Watch and Pray that they 
rofffuter not into Temptation, they juſtly pro- 
nch le God to with-hold his Grace, to per- 


it Satan to tempt them, and give 
hem over into his Hands, or unto 
heir own Hearts Luſts: And ſhould 
his be the Caſe of any, what will 
under them from committing all man- 
er of Sin with Greedineſs, and drinking 
1 Iniquity like Vater? : 
Yet further, theſe Perſons are in 
reateſt Danger, who are not only in 
he Company of thoſe who are loſt 
0 all Senſe of Shame, or Honour, or 
ny Sort of Goodneſs ; but are them- 
lves, perhaps, very much Strangers 
0 thele Things, and this (it is to be 
eared) is too commonly the Cale of 
hole, who are, or have been confined 
| | 12 
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R 
in Priſon; therefore of all Men the 
are in moſt Danger. 5 

Thus you ſee for what Reaſons, Me 
are moſt likely to imitate ſinful E 
amtles, or rae + Practices. At firf 
Perhaps you may be ſtartled and thy 
at the ugly Countenance of ſome ney 
Vice you never ſaw nor heard of be 
fore, till afterwards your Horrounl 
wears away by Frequency and Famili 
arity, and grow leſs afraid or offende 
with the Enormity of others, end a 
length take Pleaſure in their Unrig} 
teouſneſs, and then learn to ſpezlſm! 
their Language, and ſo Conſcience by 
Degrees grows hard, till at laſt y 
are ripen'd for the worſt of Villanie 
and become as bad as the worſt. 

Certainly 'tis as hard to preſern 
your ſelves pure and clean 1n wick 
ed Company, as it is for a Travellt 
to avoid Defilement in a dirty Road 
where there are Multitudes of Pa 
ſengers, yea, a Multitude of dirty 
Dogs, that are often leaping and faw 
ing upon Him: Or as it is for a Pet 
| fon to preſerve a Sound and health 


Conſtitution in a Place and Air filly 
will 


ith Infection, and where all about 
im with Plague-Sores always open 
ind running. Few or none, it is like- 
y in many Priſons, can keep them- 
elves from being infeſted with little 
ermine, that they catch from others 
here; and I fear 'tis as Difficult, if 
not more ſo, to avoid being infected 
and infeſted with worſe Plagues than 
heſe. This leads me to the 

Il. General propounded, viz. to give 
oh particular Warning, not to learn or 
Initate the Practice of ſome Sins, 
00 commonly and viſibly committed 
by thoſe that are in Priſon. _ 

Theſe I fear are ſo many, that to 
ention them all with any Enlarge- 
riment, under each Particular, would 
ſell this Chapter beyond the Bulk 
Wot the whole Book: And many of 
them are ſuch -as perhaps none can 
deſcribe but ſuch as have been train- 
ed up in Debauchery, and Villany; 
and ſome of them of ſuch a Nature, 
that they are not fit to be mention'd, 
leſt the very Warning and Caution 


againſt them ſhould Teach, if not ex- 


cite ſome to the Commiſſion of them; : 
"there- 


(95) 


ned Spirits in Eternal Tofmer 


(3.) Take heed of Learning or Imitaſr 


ting of the horrid Oaths, and Bl, 
phemies, and Curſes, which you my 


hear. On this Account ſome SinnerWi 


ſeem to equal the Devils and damn 
Spirits in Hell, who blaſpheme Gol 
becauſe of their Torments ; yea, i 


ſome Reſpects to outdo them; fol 


Rage and Deſpair makes them bl; 
pheme, whereas Sinners on Eat 
have ſpace for Repentance : Tho 
Miſerable Creatures, had they an 
Ground of Hope, would not, lik 
many on Earth, call upon God | 
damn them or others: The Devils then 
ſelves have expreſſed ſome Fear ( 
being yet further tormented, hu 
how many wicked Men dare Al 
mighty Vengeance to puniſh then 
and ſet their Mouths againſt He 
in ſuch a manner as is not fit! 
be mentioned, tho' by Way of Reprod 
nor will it excuſe them to ſay, th 
are provoked to a Paſſion, or are h 
in jeſt, when they thus fling abo 
Arrows and Death; much leſs wi! 


hem 1n no more ſtead, than 1 
efaftor ſhould plead in exc | 
his Theft, that he has been accu- 
om'd to Robbery, and can't live 
Without ſtealing. (4.) Take heed of 
mitating others in their ob/cene and 
Lewd Diſcourſe : This Vice is too com- 
non, and as 1t 1s moſt pernicious to. 
he Speaker, ſo it is moſt Infectious to 
he Hearer.. To inſiſt on this Subject 
ould be as the diſſecting of putrid 
bodies, that may caſt peſtilential 
umes; I only therefore ſay further, 
hat ſuch Diſcourſe argues the Speak- 
ur F to be degenerated into the rank of 
bilde moſt libidinous Animals, ſuch as a 
Moat or a Boar, and tends to cor- 


all 
lik 
d # 
nel 


henfſÞpt their Company; and if they de- 
enn ſuch Diſcourſe for Entertainment 
it @ Pleaſure, it is to affront their Hear- 
profi9Þe, as ſuppoſing their Fancies and In- 
theinations to be moſt baſe and brutiſh. 


e Mcher Sins of the Tongue might be 
abolflention d, and Warnings given a- 
ul inſt them; for the Reſtraints of a 
ion will not tame that unruly if 
JJ 
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which are not fit to be named, and 
*tis a Shame to ſpeak of ſuch thing 


of that unquenchable Fire ſuch 
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Member, which is ſo often full Si. 
deadly Peyſon, and ſet on Fire of Hill in 
even as to infect and conſume _ thoſe Hwa 
that are round about. Take heed of bee 


Tuying, which is fo contrãry to the God lar 


of Truth; of falſe Accuſation or defam-WBe: 
ing of your Ne ighbouf; of proud ſwel-Mord 
ling Words of Vanity, or boaſting and and 


righteons and unreaſonable complainig 
againſt God or Man. (5) Take heed of 
learning or imitating others in Act. 
Lemdneſs and Uncleanneſs : There are 
ſome ſorts of this Sin, eſpecially, 


as are done of ſome in ſecret, and 
perhaps ſometimes impudently befor 
others alſo. If filthy Talk be vey 
dangerous, lewd A#iovs are yet mori 
ſo; and if Fornication and Adulter 
are Sins God has. threatned with 
ternal Burnings, what Puniſhmer 
will be inflifted upon ſome (name 
leſs) unnatural Luſts and Abominat ion 
For this Sin Fire and Brimfſton 
was rained upon Sodom, as an Emblenpr 6 


Sl 


Cond” - 

f Sinners. will be eternally tormented. 
Win; aud therefore do I moſt earneſtly 
fe var you in this reſpect, as allo- 
fM becauſe ſuch Sinus are moſt particu- 
(larly of an infecting Nature. (6) 
„- IBeware allo of Drunkenneſs ;, which is 
c. Jordinarily committed in Company, 
and uſually a Love of wicked Com- 
pany leads Men thereto, tho? at the 
{ame Time-it unfits a Man for any So- 
jety with reaſonable Creatures. This 
Sin debaſes the humane Nature, and 
makes him that is guilty of it, for a 
time, as void of reaſon as a Brute, | 
nd to be like a. filthy Swine, ih ex- 
eſſive ſwallowing of its Swill, or a 
es in his naſty Vomit. This will 
ufit you for all Duties to God, or 
our Neighbours, or your ſelves, and 
xpoſe- you to the doing of ſotfering 
f the greateſt Evils, and is Likely to 
ring Judgments upon vou in Body 
nd Soul, and ſwift Deſtruction unac 
vares. 7 Take heed left you learn 
nd imitate old Offenders in the vile 
Irs of Cheating | and Robbery; o any 
We of TInjuſtice.” How many Crimi- 
als, who were but Novices in the 

| F 2 Arts 
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|| Arts of Roguery, when firſt com- 
|| mitted to Priſon, have learned this 
|| accurſed Trade to Perfection from 
the Company they have met with 
there, which afterwards they practiſe, 
to the Damage of the Publick and 

their own perſonal Ruine. And how 

many Debtors alſo, in their Confine- 

ment, have learned new Ways and 

Methods of cheating and deceit, 

which they practiſe during their Con- 

finement, or when they obtain their 

Liberty ? What theſe Methods of Vil- 

lany are, which are to be learned in 
ſuch Places, if I knew (as I do not) 

it were not fit for me to mention 

them; but it is highly your Intereſt 
and Duty, who cannot but know what 
they are, to reſolve, by God's Grace, 

againſt them; and as you have Oppor- 

tunity, to prevent the acting of then 

by others; and if they are committed, 
to aſſiſt the Magiſtrate in the Dil 
*overy of them. (8.) Take heed of imi- 
tating others in their 1dleneſs, Luxury, 

and Love of ſenſual Pleaſures. Fleih 
pleaſing is the Maſter Sin, which 
ruine Thouſands, and is hard to be 
Con: 
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conquered; this Part of Self-denial 
is difficult, and yet without it there 
will be no virtuous Incl:nations or 
Actions. I have often thought it is 
a Pity that ſome Criminals eſpecially, 
are not obliged to hard Labour, and 
that others have not more Opportu- 
nity and Encouragement given them 
to be induſtrious. This contributes 
greatly towards the abounding of 
Vice, when Perſons indulge Idleneſs 
and. Sloth, or give themſelves over 
to a Love of Pleaſure, and know not 
how to ſpend their time without 
Sports, or Games, or ſome ſenſual 
Pleaſures and Paſtimes. Such a Tem- 
per as this muſt needs be injurious 
to private Families, and to the pub- 
lick; this will put Men upon the 
oft wicked and dangerous Methods 
to get Money, to feed them and 
their Luſts; and the aſſociating with 
dle and Voluptuous Perſons, will 
ake you like them in this and other 
Reſpetts alſo, unleſs great Care ane 
Diligence be uſed to prevent the || 
ad Influence of their Evil Examples. 
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III. I proceed to the laft general 
propounded, which is to give ſome 
| Directions and Helps, in order to 
prevent being corrupted by Evil Ex 
s amples. And, * 
I. Confider that the Practice of other; 
ought not to be your Rule, nor will it 
Juſtifie yeu in an Evil thing. The Wil 
of God is our Rule eminently above 
il and excluſvely of all other things © 
And we houſd always enquire rathe: a 
| what God faith we muſt do, or na, 
do, than what Men ſay or do. | 10 
need not inſiſt long on the Proof off 
what is here aſſerted, becauſe it i 
10 very plain: For if the Practice 0 
others would juſtifie an Evil Action 
all Diſtinction or Difference betwee 
right and wrong, good and evi 
would be done away, there woul 
then hardly be any Crime but whal 
would be juſtifiable : Therefore let m 
deſire this may be duly confidere 
that *twill not juftifie you in an EI 
Action, becauſe ſome great Men mij 
ſet you an Example, for great Ma 
are not always good Men; nor pe 
will it juſtine you, that ſome 10 
8 16! 


( 103.) 
Men have done that Evil you are 
tempted to: For many things are 
recorded in Holy Scripture, concern- 
ing them for our Admonition, and 
not for our Initatibn: Nor yet will 
it juſtife you, that the moſt Men you 
converſe with do as you do; becauſe 
we muſt not follow a Multitude to do Evil, 
and our Saviour has told us whither 
the broad way, in which Multitudes do 
walk, leadeth, even to Deſtruction. 
7 2. Never dream of Impunity, becau e | 
there are Multitudes of Sinners as bad as. 


| your ſelves. For God has threatned 


to turn all the wicked into Hell, yea, 
all the Nations that forget God, Plal. 
9. 17. And has declared, that altho? 
the wicked join hand in hand, they ſhall 


not proſper. Sinners are apt to har- 


den themſelves in their Iniquity, and 
fancy they ſhall eſcape Puniſhment, at 
leaſt from Man, becauſe of their num- 
bers, or at leaſt that ſome of them 
may eſcape, perhaps. the Majority, 
when only ſome few, the Ring-leaders, 
it may be, or thoſe who ſet the evil 
Example, are puniſhed. But however 


it may be amongſt Men, ſometimes as 


F 4 | to 
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to this matter, it is otherwiſe with f 
God, againſt whom none can harden / 
themſelves and proſper, nor can the 
greateſt Number withſtand Almighty 
Vengeance; and tho? 'tis true, the 
Mercies of God are greater than 
the Mercies of Men; yet withal, hi 
Juſtice is more ſevere and 1nexor 
ble, and his Truth moſt inflexible, 
and he ſtands in no need of us, 25 
Man may do; nor can he ſuffer any 
Detriment by our Ruin; but on theſq 
contrary, will glorifie his Juſtice and 
Power in the final Deſtruction 0 
obſtinate Offenders, and has given u 
Examples of the Ruin of Multitudes 
to deter us from Sin, and make u 
abandon ſuch a vain Conceit as that 
i which I am warring you again 
_ Witneſs the drowning of the Ol 
World, in which all periſhed bu 
eight Perſons; the Deſtruction d 
Sodom and the Cities round about 
from which only three Perſons eſcapec 
with the Ruin of Corah, Dathan, an 
Abiram, the Ring-leaders, and af 
their Company. | 


3. Kin 


- cu 
N 3. Know this, that the myſt delight- 
th ful Companions you have in Sin nom, 
will be ſome of your greateſt Tormentors 
the hereafter, if they and you ſhould both be 
at caſt into Hell together. The Devil is 
the firſt a Tempter, | and then a Tormentor, 
wan and ſuch are his Inftruments, ſuch 
"i will your wicked Companions be. 
Tr On this Account tis generally thought, 
bleW our Saviour repreſents the Rich Man 
Ain Hell, petitioning that his Five 
Brethren might be warned, left they 
ſhould come into that Place of Tor- 
ment he was in: becauſe *they would 
by their Company add new and grea- 
ter Torment unto him. How grie- 
vous will it be, when the Whore and 
er Maſter ſhall together be caſt into 
a Bed of Fire, and the Drunkards 
made together in Company to drink 
he Cup of God's Wrath? How. ſad 
ill the Remembrance of former Re- 
ellings then be? And how dread- 
ul the mutual Accuſations, and Rage 
ff theſe miſerable Wretches be for 
ver? ?Tis exceſs of Madneſs to go 
0 Hell for Company, when the 
oe OY + OS =. GR 
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Company will be one great part 0 
the Miſery of that Place for ever. 
4. Maintain a firitt and conſtai 
Guard or Matchfulneſs, whilſt in th 
midſt of fuch Temptations, as yo n 
meet with in Evil Company. To enforc 
this Direction, conſider what ha, 
been ſaid already of the Danger ther, 
1s of being induced to follow eyil Ex 
amples. This is with you an Ht 
of Temptation, and therefore it be 
| Hoves you eſpecially to watch, to ſtau 7P 
upon your Guard, as knowing thi 
Enemy is nigh at Hand. Watch 
eſpecially againſt the firſt Motions « 
Corruption in the Heart, and tl 
leaſt Inclinations to Stn, and cruſn th 
Cockatrice in the Egg; watch you 
Senſes with Job, make a Covena 
with your Eyes, and all your Senſ 
and bodily Appetites; watch yet mo 
eſpecially againſt thoſe Sins, th 
others practiſe, and are moſt ſuitab 
to your natural Temper and Conſtiti 
tion, or preſent Condition. 
5. Fortifie your Souls with pri 
Thoughts and Conſiderations, for yn 
Security in this time of Danger, EA. 


E 
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as thoſe who Sn in an-Iafektious 
Air, uſe to have ſome Antidotes or 
prelervatives; or as when a City or 
Garriſon is likely to be beſieged, and 
the Enemy makes his Approaches, 
a wiſe Commander will ſee that the 
Fort be well manned, and provided. 
Take now the Shield of Faith, and 
learn you to uſe the Sword of the 
Siri, which is the Word of God. 
Remember the Eye of God is always 
upon you, as a Witneſs of your A- 
| — who will be the Judge of your 
Ferſons: and if you are tempted: by 
others to Uuncleanneſs, as Feſeph was 
Wy his Miſtreſs, or to any other Sin, 
iy as he did, How ſhall I do this great 
Eil, and fin againſt God, who looks 
n! Think Son upon Death and 
' cMſudgment, as certain and near; 
hink on Heaven and Hell, as real 
nd eternal; labour to maintain a 
ouſtant Fear of God in your. Soul, 
rho is able to deſtroy both Soul 
Bid Body in Hell for ever; and to 
now more of the Goodneſs of God, 
3 that which is too excellent to 


| eo orkeited, for the gratifying a 
| baſe 
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baſe Luft, or pleaſing of any Ma 
upon Earth. Let this Thought alſ 
tend to fortifie your Souls againf 
Temptations from wicked Comp: 


nions, that they do the Work of th 
Devil, the very Work he doth, and, 
puts them upon doing; and dare ng] 
more to comply, than you would, 
with a Temptation of the Devil © 
ſhould he himſelf appear and follic © 
you in Perſon: An Appearance of ti 
Devil would frighten you, and there " 
fore he does his Work by wicke f 
Men his Agents, whilſt at preſent I * 
keeps out of Sight. + 8 
6. Evidence your Diſpleaſure again P 
and dare to reprove thaſe Sins you |; d 
others commit. This will be a Mea b. 
at once to preſerve your Innocence ſe 
and may poſſibly tend to reclaim ( fo 
thers: This however is your Duty,! fo 
you would not ſhare in the Guilty al 
that Sin you know your Neighboi _ 
commits, thoꝰ you do not imitate hin 7 
Fhis will be a good Method to pf * 
vent his ſolliciting you to do th ” 
which he finds you are greatly griev = 


at, and perhaps may at leaſt _ | 
| | ul 


—— 
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him ſhy of committing ſome Sins 


you reprove him for. Thus you 
will imitate the penitent Malefactor, 
who was crucified with our Saviour, 
if you reprove your Companions for 
their Wickedneſs, and call upon 


them to fear God. Nay, herein you ||| 


will be like to righteous Lot, who 
only with his Two Daughters eſcaped 
the Flames that conſumed Sodom: 
Nay, let me add further, herein you 
will imitate our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf, who converſed with Publicans 
and Sinners, as a Phyſician with the 
Sick, that he might call them to Re- 
pentance, Dare to reprove thoſe that 
dare to defy their Maker. Dare to 
be counted an Enemy, to ſhew your 
ſelf a true Friend. Dare to be Zealous 
for God, and then you may more com- 


fortably hope that He will be favour- | 


able unto you. 


7. Fail not to. po conſtantly for the [i 


Grace of God, to keep you from the Snares 
and Temptations of the Devil, and all 
wicked Inſtruments. whatſoever. Thus 
the Apoſtle directs us to do; after he 
had exhorted us to take the whole Ar- 
| | mou 
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mour of God, that we may be able 4 

' withſtand in the Evil Day, and havin 
done alt to ſtand, Eph. 6. 13. In which 
Words you ſee how- plainly he inti. 


mates our Danger, and the Difficulty ot 


withſtanding the Devil's Temptations, 


And from what has been ſaid already, 


it appears, that you ought particular. 
ly to conſider this; I ſay, the Apoſtle 
exhorts us, ver. 18. To pray almay; 
with all Prayer and Supplication in the 


Spirit; and to watch thereunto with al 


Per ſeverance. Begin every Day with 
ſerious Earneſt Prayer to God, and 
be in his Fear all the Day long. Set 
the Lord always before you, walk as 
in his Sight, and be careful, as much 
as poſſible, to do nothing vom that 
will cauſe ſad Reflections in a dying 
Hour, and turn to a ſad Account in 
the Day of Judgment. Commit your 
ſelf by conſtant fervent helieving Prayer 
to the Condutt and keeping of Divine 
Grace, and in ſo doing, you may hope 
to be kept from every evil Word and 


— 


Work unto the Heavenly Kingdom. 
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PRAYER is the neceſſary Duty of 


every one, in every Condition of Life, 
eſpecially of the afflicked, and in parti- 
cular of ſuch for whole Beaekit the fore- 
going Lines were written : Yet as moſt 


Men need frequent and earneſt Exhor- 


tations to the Practice of this Duty, 
becauſe of their Backwardneſs hereto; 


ſo Multitudes ſtand in Need of Aſſiſt- 
ance herein, becauſe of their Inabili- 


ty, through Ignorance, or for Want 
of due Conſideration, endeavour and 
accuſtoming themſelves thereto. I 
therefore add the following Prayers, 


| as proper to direct thoſe whoſe Caſe | 


they are ſuitable to, how to order 
their Requeſts before God, and alſo 


to be uſed by them, or read humbly 


and devoutly before God, with this 
needful Caution, that they always re- 
member, if the Mind and Heart do 


not with Underſtanding, and Seriouf- | 


neſs, and ſuitable Affections, join with 


the Words they read or uſe them- | 


ſelves, or may be uſed by others pray- 


ing with them and for them, all they 
do of this Kind is trifling with God, 
and mocking of him, and not per- 


forming 
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forming any acceptable Worſhip to 
him, who is a Spirit, and ſeeketh ſuch . 
to worſhip him, as do it in Spirit . 
and Truth. 5 - * ce 


20 Mn Dl oro Bo os 


A Prayer for Criminals in Priſon, 
| . cc 
not as yet brought to Trial, 4 


1.56 Almighty and moſt merciful, 
* Lord God, whoſe Eyes are in . 
* every Place, beholding the Evil all, 
© the Good; the darkeſt Dungeon cant I. 

c hide from Thee, and poor Siuners, ll 
e under the cloſet Confinement ol. 
e their Bodies, have Liberty to cone . 

© unto the Throne of Grace to obtain 

Mercy, and find Grace to help in I. 

© Time of Need. I humbly pray for . 

„ Thy Grace to make me duly ſen- . 

% ſible of, and ſorry for the Sins of 

ce my Heart, and Tongue, and Life: I. 

< All of which are perfectly known | 

ce to Thee. O ſet them not in th — 

K Light of” Thy Countenauce, neither en- ( 


A 6 


? 


deer into Judgment with me for them: C 
FC for Lord, if thou ſhouldeſt mark Ini- and 


ce quily, 
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* ty, who can ſtand ? Spare me, O 
* God, who defire to confeſs my 


© Faults; help me ſo to confeſs and 


* forſake my Sins, that I may have Mercy. 
* With Grief and Shame I here make 
e myConfeſſion before Thee, of my ma- 


* ny Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, 


* and the ſeveral Circumſtances which 
* they have been attended with, that 
“ greatly aggravate them. (e) For theſe 
* and other Sins I have been guilty of, 


* which I cannot now remember, or 


* reckon up, I juſtly deſerve not only 


© the Miſeries I endure under this Con- 


* finement, but to be caſt into the 
* Priſon of Hell, and to lie there for 
* Ever under Thy Wrath, without 
* any Hope of Redemption. I adore 
* the divine Patience, which yet is 
* extended to me, and earneſtly de- 
* fire Thy Grace, to enable me ſo 
* to improve the Time of Thy Long- 
* ſuffering, that at laſt I may obtain 


— oc 1 


a. 
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(e) Here let there be made as free and ful 
a Confeſſion of particular Sins 4s u poſſible, 
and in particular of thoſe Crimes for which ke 
committed, if he be guilty. = 

RE, a e eter- 
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ee eternal Salvation. In order to this 
End, for the Sake of our Lord | 


— a 
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ec ſus Chriſt, give me that true Re 


ie pentance and Faith which ſhall bi 


c accompanied with thy free For 
c giveneſs of all my Sins; and hel 
© me to. improve the reſt of m 
„ Time, and the Solitude and At 


e fliction of this Priſon, and all thols 
% Helps which Thy Goodneſs {hal 
ce afford unto me, that I may be made 


Partater of Thy Holineſs, and me: 
e t partake of the Inheritance of i 
e 
e O moſt gracious God, Thou art the 


ee Helper of the Helpleſs, enable mf 


ee to bear the Inconveniencies of this 
© Place, and keep me from learning o 
c pradtiſing thoſe Sins which are com 
< mitted by others here. Whilſt I an 
e deprived of the Means of Grace anc 
© publick Ordinances of Thy Worſhy 

& (which once I had greaterOpportun 
e ties to enjoy, and ſhould have made; 
«better Uſe of,) let me enjoy the [| 
< fluences of Thy Preſence, and the 
cc Aids of Thy Holy Spirit, to fen 


ce () 


* ctify and comfort my Soul. Gran 


ä 
0 God, chat I may always have 
« ſuch a Frame and Temper of Mind, 


* whilſt I am here; and in my whole 


= Behaviour act after ſuch a Manner, 
as is ſuitable to my Circumſtances, 


* and becomes one that hopes to meet 


„with Mercy either from God or 
„Man. Make me to know the Wick- 
4 edneſs of my Heart, and to repent 
* ſincerely of the Wickedneſs of my 
Life, eſpecially of thoſe Sins which 
e more immediately have brought me 
0 * into this Condition; for I am Taken 


in my own Naughtineſs. | 
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VN. B. This Prayer abus far may bei 700 | 
% by Debtors in Priſon, eſpecially if they 


are ſuch who by their own Fault bave brought 
themſelves to Poverty and Miſery. Then let 
the Criminal proceed and ſay. | | 


am here waiting and md 


* ing the Time of my Trial be- 
« fore an earthly Judge, O that it 
“ might pleaſe Thee, in whoſe Hands 
© are the Hearts of all Men, ſo to or- 


der it by Thy Providence, that J 


* may eſcape temporal Puniſhment, 


“ unleſs it be n for *M Glo- 


Ce 
1 


ee Death it ſelf, may be a Means et- 


ee my eſcaping that eternal Death and 
cc Puniſhment, which my Sins hare 
ec deſerved : 
ec with me at Man's Tribunal, grant 
ec unto me that I may find Mercy e 


(116) 
& ry, and the publick Good, and tha} a 


dc Good of my Soul in - particular h 


& And if I ſhall receive any Puniſh{ | 
ce ment leſs than Death, Lord, gran i 
ce it may be greatly for my Good: 7 
ec earneſtly pray, if it may agree willi ſc 
„ Thy Will, that my Life may bY P 
< ſpared, and that I may yet hav L 
e longer Time on Earth, to repeni S 
cc in, and to honour God in, and ti © 
ce work out my Salvation; but if herein d 
my Requeſt be denied me (as i 2 
<<, will be juſt in Thee, O God, to def 
ce ny me) yet for Thy infinite Me ca 
cc cy's Sake, for the Sake of our Lord L 
ce jeſus Chriſt, who died to ſave poor 4! 
ce miſerable Sinners, grant that my 1a 
ce temporal Puniſhment, tho* with & 


cc fectually, by Thy Grace, in order to 


However it may fare 


ce the Lord when I ſtand before I 
ce judgment Seat. If it may pleal: 
e Thee, O God, yet to ſpare my Life 


ce and 


r 
the and bring me out of this Place, I 
ul;r humbly reſolve that, for the future, 


mi 1 will ſpend all the Days of my Life, 
rand} in ſerving Thee in Righteouſneſs and 
1: Holineſs fore Thee. This my Re- 


witl 
y bY pendance upon, and with hearty 
MW Defires of Thy divine Grace and 


and do more for me now and here- 
after, for my Body, and eſpecially 
for mn Soul, than I have asked or 
can defire, for the Sake of our 


and Words I defire devoutly to 
as Our Father which art in Heaven, 
fg 
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— 
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ſolution I here make in humble De- 


Strength, to enable me to fulfil it. 
Hear this Prayer, and anſwer it, 


Lord jeſus Chriſt; in whoſe Name 


A Prayer 
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( 
d 
A Prayer for Debtors in Priſo | . 
ter ſo WT of ho orcgoins Prayer i., 
Hier * hath been 7 yo 5 ſuitable ! 
to their Caſe, as well as "that of Crimi a. 
nals; 4 Ter the Debror proceed and ſay a 
ce A AFOST merciful God, Tha h 
ol  hcareſt the Poor, as deſpi. EE 
ce ſeſt onot the Priſoners, and haſt hear * 
many who have cried unto Thee in their f. 
© Trouble, and ſaved them out of tbeiſ a 
i Diſtreſſes, when they ſat in Darkne/$ o 
& and. the Shadow of Death, being bountſſ +) 
in Aſfliction and Iron: Let Thy & 
c pardouing Mercy forgive my ding m 
ce thoſe worſt of Debts, on the Ac. 
ce count of which I am liable every * 


«© Moment to the Arreſt and Puniſ.- | ; 
«© ment of Thy divine Juſtice. Thy 7 
c Merc'es are infinitely greater than 
< thoſe of Men; and therefore tho | C. 
cc ſhould not find Mercy, but only Se. 
cc verity from Man, yet let I hy tei 
© der Mercies be extended to me; 
& and if it be Thy bleſſed Will, {6 
* incline Thou the Hearts of my Cre 
c ditorsi 


(119) 


 ditors, that they may pity my de- 
+ IF plorable Caſe, (c) and conſent to 
my Releaſe. Thus Lord, bring me out 
i of Priſon, and I will praije Thy Name. 
able Lord, forgive me all the Wrong 
mi and Injury I have done ignoraatly, 
ſayW and careleſly, or deſignedly to auy 
Man whatſoever; and may Thy 
Tha Bleſſing and Bounty make up the 
et Loffes they ſuſtain through my 
ca Means, and incline their Hearts to 
ther forgive me. And mercifully forgive 
an thoſe who have acted unjuſtly, 
kne/ or too ſeverely witIF me; forgive 
ou} them, and help me conſtantly” to. 
Ih forgive them, as now I do, Teach 
"15S me Contentment, and help me to 
AY exerciſe proper Chriſtian Virtues | 
very in every State and Condition of 
wit Life. 1 humbly thank Thee for 
Thy Thy Grace, by which I am inelined 
and reſolved to be honeſt to all my 
Creditors, according to my Ability; 
and, O that Thy wiſe and good 


3 


—— —_ * 


() 4d4, and that of my. Family, in Caſe 
Debtor have a Family that needs tis 
Id, > | 3 | 
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6 Provi- 


| . 120 1 
bs ec Providencs might Fr ta 3 
* fairs, and bleſs me in this Works 

Rk. Kat” I may have more Ability to 
TH * compel {ate others for the Wrong 
„ F have Jong: them, or the. . Lofles 
8 4 6 | ie Irn > bo: Hals be 
Sus to do 10. 0 Thou 
£64 EY; all Grace, Seply. all my Nee 
oy 2 25 W in e 9 
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ny 
ry 


4 Generil 25595 + i MY Method of 
N the Lore s-Projer. NE 


FEAR me, O God of alt poi. 
| 4 Thou God, of Heaven 
67 Tart able to do exceeding abuj- 
* dantly above all that we catr ask © 
cc think. Thou, Father of Mercies 
ce who ärt rich in Mercy to all that 
& call upon Thee, to Thee I come 
e with humble Reverence, and holy 
g 4. Confidence, and bow my Knee be 
« ©: fore xe Theey the God and Father o if 
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te our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in him 
OR FATHER WHICH ART IN 
HEAVEN: Grant that the one on- 
ce ly living and true God, Father, Son, 
“ and Holy. Ghoſt, be known, and 
ce worſhipped and glor ified throughout 
« the whole World: That Thy glo- 
e rious Attributes of Wiſdom, and 
4 Juſtice, and Holineſs, and Goodneſs, 
© be fo diſplayed, that all may ſee, 
* and own, and honour them. Let 
ee al the Diſcoveries Thou art pleaſ- 
ed to make of Thy ſelf, by Works 
— © or Word, be duly eſteemed and re- 
. verenced, and whatever belongs to 
a © hy moſt ſacred Majeſty be ſauctifi- 
ed. HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 
Thou art the Almighty Creator, 
ow” aud the rightful Ruler of all Things; 
ven” grant that all that doth oppoſe 
bur” Thy Authority and Government in 
K a the World, and particularly in my 
* Soul, may be brought down. Let 
„Satan fall down like Lightuing 
mem” from Heaven; let his Kingdom be 
1 deſtroxed, aud the Kingdoms ob 
> be this World be the Lords: So dxpoſe 
er ol: of Things, O Gol, by the Rule of 
« ou G „ Thy 
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and ought to be the Rule of our Du- 


cc 


AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. In Order 


ance on Earth, ſuch a State and 


("228 3 i | 
Thy Providence, that the Kingdo 
of thy Grace may be more and more 
advanced and cftabliſhed, and the!“ 
Kingdom of Thy Glory be ha ſtened. W* 
THY KINGDOM COME. All Thy 
Words, O God, are true, ard all Thy 
Commands are Right, and all Thy 
Works are Good. As Thy Will is 
1mmutable, ſo it is unblameable a 
tis the Rule of Thy AQings, lo it is 


ty. O that all Men here below might 
reſt fatisfy'd with thy Dealings, and 
know and do Thy Commands as the 
Angels do in Heaven. So, O Lord, 
THY WILL BE DONE IN E AKTH 


to theſe great Ends, that I may 
advance Thy Glory and Kingdom, 
and do Thy Will, be pleaſed to pre. 
ſerve my, bodily Life, and give Health 
& Strength, and thoſe Neceſſaries & 
Conveniencies of Life, as Thou ſhalt}: 
ſee beſt. Such Time and Continu- 


Condition in the World, ſo much 
and no more of the good T hing Lor. 
8 0 ö y 


(#27 1) 
nl of this preſent Life, I humbly beg 
e of Thy free Gift, as in Thy infi- 
* nite Wiſdom and fatherly Goodneſs, 
* Thou ſhalt judge beſt for me. 
* GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY © 
* BREAD. By Reaſon of thoſe many © 


' guilty, I am altogether unworthy 
'to live; yea, I have forfeited 
tight every Mercy, and Life it elf ; 
Ju WM yea, I have deſerved to be made 
ght moſt miſerable here and hereifter. 
ana Therefore, for the Sake of our Lord 
the Jeſus Chriſt, and what he has done 
ore and ſuffered, give me that true 
T Repentance, and Faith unfeigned, 
rder and charitable Frame of Spirit, to- 
may vards thoſe who have injured me, 
Mvhich Thou haſt required in order 
Ito my being forgiven of Thee our 
God, and then according to the - 
Multitude of Thy tender Mercies 
blot out all my Tranſgreſſions. 
tin OE US OUR TRESPASSES 
andi WE FORGIVE THEM THAT © 
uch{@&ESPA SS AGAINST US. And, 

hing Tord, as I humbly beg Pardon for 

ce ny Sins paſt, ſo I earneſtly pray 

TL G 2 «we 


4 7 

— / 
E 

* 


é Sins, of which I own my {elf 


| (128) ) 
. i the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
wy his ſanctifying Influences, to keep 
me, eſpecially from preſumptuous 
= 9 for the Time to come; and 
ne « me from good Providence either keep 
ce me from being tempted, or let Thy 
Grace preſerve me when I am 
> — LFAD US: NOT INTO 
* TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER VS 
* FROM EVIL. Deliver me from 
© the evil one, from the Evil of this 
„World, from the Evil of my - Own 
< Heart, "and from every evil Word 
< and Work, and preſerve me un- 
© to thy heavenly Kingdom. FOR 
« THINE IS THE KINGDOM, and. 
Thou haſt ſovereign Right to de 
« mand all Glory, and do Thy Pleaſure 
« THE O ER, and Thou art able 
4e to do what Thou wilt. AND THI ; 
* GLORY, which I deſire may be ad i 
e vanced in granting theſe my Peti 


(I 

( 
„tions, and that FOR EVER AN! ft 

1 


« FER; and therefore beg leave, i 
« Paith and Hope, as well as with 
. < earneſt Deſire, to lay, Amen; 0 
« & le it. 
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om A Prayer | fe or Criminals under the 5 
ous Sentence of Death. 
aun Moſt righteous and merciful 


<2 YN < Lord God, the Creator, and 
% Ruler, and Judge of the World; I 
« humbly: own Thy Juſtice, as alſo 


that Condemnation, which by my 
* own Sins and Offences I have de- 
* ſerved, and have none to blame ſo 
* much as my ſelf. Thou art righteous, 
* God, but I have ſinned. In the midſt 
* of Judgment be pleaſed to remem- 
* ber Mercy; and ſuffer me not to 
ſeek Thee in vain: It were moſt juſt 


tows ia Thee now to laugh at my Calami- 
a abi ty, and not anſwer me, tho” I ſnould 


make many Prayers in this my Di- 
e ell ſtreſs, becauſe Thou haſt called, and 
"Me have refuſed, and have ſet at 
ANI Nought Thy Counſels, and regard- 
- ed Iniquity in my Heart, and pra- 
Ais'd it in my Life, and turned a- 
way my Ears from hearkening to 
Thy Law. *Tis very late, O Lord, 
O let it not be too late, that I now 
| G3 ©. waa 


* that of Man, in bringing me under 


< and righteous 


| ( 126 ) 
* ſeek unto Thee. I am deeply affed. 
< ed with the Terrors of Death ap- 


< proaching, and concerned greatly 


ce at the awful Thoughts of Thy ſtrict 
bus judgment, and be. 
©& lieving the future State of Rewards 
e and Puniſhments, being ſenfible alſo 
« of my great and many Sins; I am 


4 greatly afraid of Thy Wrath, which 


« is revealed from Heaven againſt 
« all Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodli. 


< nels, and in particular is threat- 


& ned againſt ſuch Sins as I have lived 
& in, which I now deſire, with Shame 
& and Grief of Soul, humbly to con- 
& feſs before Thy. Throne of Grace. 


* (un) Believing Thy Word, and in 


« particular the Threatnings thereof, 
<. and being moved with Fear, I defire 
cc now to provide an Ark, a Place of 
4 Security for the ſaving of my Soul, 
cc to fly for Refuge unto Thy Mercy 
cc jn Chriſt Jeſus, the only Hope 


« that is ſet before poor Sinners 


N 1— 


A % 
„* 


s (n) Here let him be ar particular and fall a 


8 foſible in a fee Confeſſion of all paſt Sins, Ger 


cially. thas Sin, or thoſe Sins, for which he 


ande mne. 
* 2 


( 127 „ 

„beg Thy Grace, O merciful God, 
* that may excite good Deſires in me, 
and put me upon, and aſſiſt me in, 
e due Endeavours, to eſcape! the 
* Wrath to come, and obtain Thy, 
Salvation. O let me not negle& the 


„great Work I have to do, or be 


* diverted from it by any e 
Concernments; O grant me that 
© godly Sorrow which worketh Re- 
* pentance never to be repented of; 
0 beſtow on me that rar. Repent- 
% ance, which is unto Life, and 
>. whicts Chriſt is exalted at Thy 
0 Right Hand as a Prince and Saviour 
Ito give, as well as Remiffion of 
« Sins. I hope I can ſay, it is not YA 
< only" the Fear of Death and Hel! 
ib 0 now drives. me to Thy 1 
« Throne ; -but that the Eucouruge- IJ 
ments given to poor Sinners in the 
0 Goſpel, to hope for Mercy, draw 
© me to Thee. I have heard in Thy 
**. Goſpel of Thy gracious Calls bg ö 
0 Invitations to poor Sinners to return. 
& and [the i great aud [ precious” Po: 
4 miſes'that Thou haßt made tothesg 
EE they: wil return; and how: ſome 4 
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(6128) | 
© great Sinners have been favourably 


© accepted when they did repeat ; in 
| « particular of that penitent Maletac- 


e ſed Saviour; O turn Thou me, and 

© I ſhall be turned ; accept a poor re. 
“turning Sinner, that does turn unto 
ec Thee with his whole Heart & Soul, 
© though tis late, very late indeed. 
© know that neither my Tears, my 
* Prayers, nor my Repentance, nor all 


can makeCompenſation.or Satisfatti. 
on to Thy divine Juſtice, or atone for 
© my Sins; but yet I hope in Thy 
Mercy, becauſe I hape heard of Thy 
| « Love in ſending Thy Only begotten 


ce believeth- in him might not. periſh, 
te but have everlaſting Life; And that 
cc he hath offered himſelf unto God, 
4e for, poor Sinners, an Offering and a 
ce Sacrifice, to make Atonement; which 
« alſo has been acgepted for All that 
ce do repent. and believe in him 3; for 
ct Wwhoſe Sake Thou art willing to be 
<« reconciled to the gredteft Offenders, 


* < enording to the Terms of the Go- 
pe. 
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c tor, who was crucified with our Bleſ. 


"© that I can do or ſuffer in this World, 


c“ Son into this World, that whotoever 


0 129 90 57 
9 el. O therefore, by thy Holy Sp Io + 
* rit, fulfil in me the whole good Pfei 3 
© ſure of thy Goodneſs, and the Work 
* of Faith with Power; and giye me 
* all thoſe Things which are necellary 
to Pardon, and Salvation by Jeſus... 
£ © Chriſt. Bring my Soul to a full and 
entire conſent to Chriſt, as my Teach» ., 
* er, Lord,” and Saviour, and help me _. 
© to confide and truſt in him, and his 
© Merits and Interce ſſion along. May 
* I be able, by thy Grace, to improve ., 
* all Helps afforded to me, and avo d 
* all Hindrances laid in my Way to a 
N * due Preparation for Death. Let my 
cd '* Confeſſions be acceptable, and my 
ver * Convictions effectual; Let me obtain 
* Forgiveneſs of God, "and have the 
Me 2 „ Prayers of good Men, as I forgive 
ij „ an that have done or deſired any 
15 * Evil to me; and beg Thy Mercy | 
2 te towards thoſe I have injured, hear- | 
* * tily bewailing that I canndt make 
75 © farther Reſtitution, than I have 
til done: May Sinners. be. warned by 
Ti * the fad Example of my Sufterings, 
' eſpecially my Acquaintance and 
a 6 Companious in Sin. O Lord S2 
"KS 


\ 
/ 


. 3 
* WF; wt wt 1 . 


— — — 


1 (1300 
To 1 believe and confide in that fach- 
4 ful Saying, Which is worthy. of all 
„ Acceptation that Chriſt Jeſus came 
5 into- the World to ſave Simers, 
| 4 of whom I acknowledge 1 am one of ä 
the greateſt and vileſtʒ yet knowing 
2 Thy Mercies and our Redeemer's 
S Merits are more and greater than 
my Sins; give me leave to hope 
I ** therein, and to commend. my Soul 
4 into Thy moſt merciful. Hands. 
©. Lord, hear me, and graciouſly par- 
don me, and accept me, and grant 
4 that though I ſuffer Juſtice in this 
WE © World, I may obtain Mercy in the 
World to come. I pray and hope 
fer this only for the Sake of Jeſus 
fl © Chriſt our Lord and Saviour; who 
“ in great Condeſcenſion taught his 
“ Diſciples to ſay, Our Father which 
WL art in Heaven, &c. l 
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